
The Nugget Page 1 
 

                   

                  

                  

               

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 For many years I have taken time near the end of 

funeral services to invite people to say goodbye well. 

Many of you have heard me end those services in this 

way: by asking people to pause, to think about what 

they’re doing, and to bless their loved one. Those same 

people will remember that I often speak of a phrase from 

the olde English language that has become the contracted 

“goodbye” in modern usage; that phrase is “God be with 

ye.” Spoken too quickly, “goodbye” becomes a very 

causal word at parting, more like “see ya” or “later!” 

Spoken with faith, hope, and love, “goodbye” becomes a 

genuine act of blessing. But it’s hard, isn’t it? We’re 

afraid of emotions, mostly because they make us feel 

vulnerable but also because sometimes we find ourselves 

saying more than we intended. I’d like to suggest that may 

very well be a small step into living the Christ-life. 

 The farewell discourse in John’s gospel is what Jesus 

says to his disciples – people who were his followers and 

his students as well as his friends – as he prepares to take 

his last steps toward the cross and his death. The emotion 

of the moment is there in its fullness, and it becomes a 

blessing as Jesus says, “I do not call you servants 

any longer, because the servant does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

because I have made known to you everything that I have 

heard from my Father” (John 15:15). Those words are 

recorded as a blessing for all who will continue to take up 

the cross of Christ and follow him, not just when it’s easy 

or convenient but at all times and in all circumstances. We 

know that even if we don’t always live it out. 

 So how do we say “goodbye” well? And by that I 

mean, how do we say goodbye well as we part ways, as I 

move with my wife and family to Alaska and as you stay 

here in Butte? My suggestion is that we do three things: 

slow down, be intentional, and do it well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 That’s what we do when we speak “goodbye” as a 

blessing instead of a casual kiss-off. The blessing in its 

fullness becomes the word of grace we need to speak and 

the word of grace that we need to hear. 

 There are many things I would like to say as we’re 

preparing to leave, and I know that what’s important is to 

express gratitude, to encourage you, and then to be on my 

way as my work here comes to its end. What you need to 

say to me, that’s for you to decide, but again, I would ask 

you to slow down, be intentional, and do it well. I’ve 

already had some members make appointments so we can 

sit down and have some time apart, and I’m grateful to 

those people. Others have wanted to make it quick, 

including more than a few who have said, “I don’t like big 

emotional farewells.” Okay, I guess I understand that. But 

why not? Why not live in the emotion of a moment? Why 

not deal with what it really means to “fare well”? 

 For my part, I will offer you the blessing of a more 

heart-felt “God be with ye” than you may even be able to 

receive, especially as the grief of this departure weighs on 

me more right now than the opportunities ahead in “What 

Comes Next.” This ministry has been a blessing to me. I 

have tried new approaches, I have experienced solid 

support, I have been encouraged to take risks, I have made 

deep friendships, and yes, I have also dealt with a little 

opposition. All of that becomes a blessing in how I 

receive it. And I will continue to bless you in these last 

weeks as I lead worship and preach, as I make my last 

home visits and continue to provide pastoral care, and as I 

tie up loose ends and do my best to say goodbye well. All 

of this is offered as a blessing, the blessing we offer at 

every genuine goodbye: God be with you ‘til we meet 

again. 
 

Still serving together with you in Christ’s name,  

+ Pastor Tim 
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Memorials & Honorariums 
 

In Memory of James E. Rogers from: 

 LWR Quilters, gift to Quilters fund 
 

In Memory of Gold Hill family members  

 missed and treasured from: 

 Jane M. Lewis 
 

========================================= 

 

 
 

 

 
¶ To Danette Fitzpatrick, for preparing communion 

trays in June 

¶ To Ruthe Meeks, for preaching at worship on June 

3rd 

¶ To Jerry Aaker , for special music offered at 

worship on Jun 10th 

¶ To the Assisting Ministers, Communion 

Assistants, Ushers, and Acolytes who serve 

faithfully at worship - you are a blessing 

¶ To the Nugget Mailing Crew for giving so 

generously of their time every month 

¶ To coffee hosts who give of their time and efforts 

every Sunday hosting coffee hour 
 

========================================= 
 

 

55+ Lunch Group News 
 

 Our 55+ Lunch Group will 

be meeting this month for 

lunch at Perkin’s Restaurant on 

July 13 at Noon. 

 For rides, reservations, and 

more information please talk 

Jeanette Nielsen (490-7817). 

Thank you and we hope to see you there!  

========================================= 

Wish List! 
 

 The old chest freezer in the room off 

the library has finally kicked it. If anyone 

has a working chest freezer they would be 

willing to part with it would be 

appreciated! Please call the church office 

(723-4242) or talk to Julie Corbin if you can donate one or if 

you have any questions. Thank you! 

 

 

Thank You Gold Hill 
 

Pastor Tim, Mary, Mike, 

I just want to give a big óTHANK YOUô to Gold Hill 

from MTVOAD (Montana Voluntary Organizations 

Active in Disaster) and The Salvation Army for allowing 

us to use your conference facility this week.  It fit us just 

fine and we felt very welcomed.  The conference was a 

success.   If there is anyway the MTVOAD or myself 

personally can assist you in the future, please do not hesitate 

to let me know. 

Blessings to you and wishes for a restful weekend. 

Dick Deschamps 
 

Dick -- 

The work your organization is doing will clearly help ALL 

of us in the future by helping communities work on disaster 

preparedness because we know the day of need will come.  

Please feel free to spread the word to others that many 

churches see this as a part of our mission, which is opening 

our facilities to organizations that serve the community 

interest and needs.  We were happy to have you here and I 

daresay we would do it again in a heartbeat. 

+Pastor Tim 
 

Hi Dick, 

So glad everything worked out so well. We’re a pretty 

friendly and giving church which is a reflection of God 

working through us. Our Butte community has a great giving 

attitude in general and a well deserved reputation as an open 

arms hosting city. Don’t hesitate to come back as you’re 

always welcome. 

In Christ, 

Mike Lawson 

============================================ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 2018: 
 

Peg Probasco - 

President 
 

Bob Brown - 

Administration Director 
 

Revonda Stordahl - 

Treasurer 
 

Peggy Graving - 

Secretary 
 

Debra Pascua - 

Spiritual Growth 

Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Cheryl Neuhart - 

Worship Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Julie Corbin - 

Leadership Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Jerry Aaker - 

Outreach Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Pastor Tim Christensen 
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Prayer Concerns 
Please call the Church Office (723-4242) or 

email us: 

(ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org) 

with your prayer requests.      

Please keep us updated on your prayer concerns 
 

Arlene Munyon - prayers for health & healing following an 

ablation procedure to relieve chronic pain 

Tim (Kevin Huff’s neighbor) - just diagnosed with cancer; 

prayers for health & healing 

Diane (Linda Moore’s friend) - suffering a recurrence of 

cancer & other health issues; prayers for health & healing 

and comfort for her family & friends 

Cal Fortune - in celebration of his baptismal birthday on 

June 23 

Connie Engle - in celebration of her birthday on June 23 

Jack Stout - in celebration of his birthday on June 18 

Brock Bond - in celebration of his birthday on June 17 

Kate James (Dick Fitzpatrick’s sister) - following the death 

of her husband, Art, on June 9 following 3 weeks of 

illness; prayers of comfort & peace 

Melissa Schneider (Gold Hill’s mail delivery person) - 

following surgery for a hip replacement; prayers for health 

& healing 

Rudy Richter - in celebration of his birthday June 16 

Samantha Schroeder - in celebration of her birthday on 

June 13 

Aisling Schroeder - in celebration of his baptismal birthday 

on June 12 

Ruthe Meeks - in celebration of her baptismal birthday on 

June 12 

John Avanzino (Pastor Tim’s dad) - prayers for health & 

healing following a fall and severe dehydration and for 

comfort for his family 

Dalton Knutson (great-nephew of Jeanette & Curt Quist) - 

following surgery for Crohn’s disease; prayers for health 

& healing 

Ramona Dotson Dunn (Nancy & Barb’s cousin; Jack’s 

niece) - following her death; prayers of comfort for her 

family as they mourn their loss 

Family of Robin Schreiner (Teresa Bartoletti Schreiner’s 

father-in-law) - following Robin’s death in Great Falls; 

prayers of comfort for his family as they mourn their loss  

Filamena Butler - in celebration of her baptismal birthday 

on June 9 

Jim Young (Linda Williamson’s dad) - in celebration of his 

birthday on June 7 

Quinn Corbin - in celebration of her birthday June 5 

Marshal Mickelson - in celebration of his birthday on June 

5 

Vern & Jeanette Nielsen - in celebration of their 52nd 

wedding anniversary on June 4 

Liz Hemen - in celebration of her birthday on June 3 

Family of Melanie Matson (Bob Matson’s daughter) - 

following her death; prayers of comfort as her family 

mourns their loss 

Pastor John Lund - as he recovers from gallbladder surgery 

Pastor Dave Peters - prayers requested 

For our camps - as they train new staff in preparation for 

the summer! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PIANO PLAYERS! 
 

 You are needed to volunteer once a month (or more 

often) to play familiar old hymns at the three Butte nursing 

home Protestant services on Thursday mornings from 9:45 

am to 11:45 am. Please prayerfully consider this urgent need.  

You can call the office at Aldersgate Methodist Church 

(782-2425) for more information and/or to volunteer. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

LWR Baby Care Kits  
 

By Patty Callaghan 
  

 Again, thanks to those who have been bringing their gifts 

for Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits. In these days of 

increasing numbers of refugees and people in terrible need, 

this ministry is more important than ever. 
 

¶ In July , we will collect jackets, sweaters, or 

sweatshirts with a hood, or include a baby 

cap instead of a hood. 
 

 Thank you for your donations and prayers for these little 

ones. Remember that we will be sorting and boxing these 

LWR kits on ñGodôs Work. Our Hands.ò Sunday, 

September 9.  Let our faith be active in love. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Spiritual Growth Ministry Team  
 

By Debra Pascua 
 

 At the Montana Synod Assembly held June 1-3, 2018 in 

Great Falls, there was much focus on the basic beliefs and 

statements of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America). 

 Our vision: A world experiencing the difference God’s 

grace and love in Christ makes for all people and creation. 

 Our values: Our values are grounded in faith, in our 

biblical and Lutheran confessional sources, and our love of 

God and neighbor. They speak to the way this church lives 

and practices faith, and they will guide how we journey 

forward in Christ as church together. 

 Forgiveness and reconciliation: We are reconciled to 

God by God’s forgiving mercy. Forgiveness and 

reconciliation flow from what God has made us to be in 

Jesus Christ and what God is doing with us in the world. As 

a people of God, we embody forgiveness in speech, action, 

and relationships, and our ministry in reconciliation is 

foundational.  

 

[ñSpiritual Growth Ministry Teamò  

by Debra Pascua continued on page 7] 

 

mailto:ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org
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Tips from 

Thrivent  

Tip No. 80:   
 

Today's topic is 

organ donation. Have you considered this selfless decision to 

share? You may know someone whose life has been 

extended by an organ transplant. Perhaps someone you love 

has been an organ donor. There are thousands of people 

waiting for transplants and a growing number of willing 

donors, but for those two to come together, there's 

paperwork to be completed. In most states it's as easy as 

signing up at the Department of Motor Vehicles.  

It's smart to inform your family and friends as well.  

Provided through Thrivent Financial 

www.thrivent .com 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 Food Bank 

Item of the 

Month 
 

 For the month 

of July we will be 

collecting 

condiments.  

You can leave your donation(s) in the Fellowship Hall, one 

of the baskets at each sanctuary door, or in the church office. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

Bible Study Group 
 

 We will meet July 10th at 

9:30 AM at Big Sky Senior 

Living Center on Waterford Way, 

in the library, for the GHELC 

Women’s Gather Magazine bible 

study. We hope you will join us. 
 

 For the Summer of 2018, Anna Madsen will 

present a three-part study on prayer. 

Anna Madsen is a freelance theologian and proud 

mama to daughter, Else, and son, Karl. She works with 

OMG: Center for Theological Conversation 

(omgcenter.com) and enjoys seeing the occasional 

moose and bear in their woods. 
 

Session two: the practices of prayer  (Psalm 19:14) 

Jesus taught us how to pray by way of the Lord’s 

Prayer. But both in Scripture and in the Christian 

tradition, people of faith have developed a wide variety 

of ways to come before God. In this session, we’ll look 

at different ways to pray, what each might offer and 

how knowing an array of prayer styles can enrich our 

devotional life. 
 

Theme Verse: “Let the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my 

rock and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14) 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

By Revonda Stordahl 
 

 

Financial Summary 
 

May 2018 Actual Budget 

Difference 

Over/under 

budget 

Income $17,604.10 $16,649.00 $955.10 

Expenses $22,065.55 $18,116.00 $3,949.55 

Net Income -$4,461.45 -$1,467.00 $2,994.45 

   

 

Year-to-

date Actual Budget 

Difference 

Over/Under 

Budget 

Income $71,923.39 $83,245.00 -$11,321.61 

Expenses $84,297.32 $83,705.00 $592.32 

Net Income -$12,373.93 -$460.00 -$11,913.93 
 

 

If anyone has any questions about the budget, please contact 

me at 490-8043 or by e-mail, revondafs@gmail.com. 

________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

http://www.thrivent.com/
http://www.gathermagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/June2018BibleStudy.pdf
mailto:revondafs@gmail.com
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Living the Christ-Life ï Word & Worship Themes for July 
 

Our summer preaching series continues as we spend four more weeks in the beatitude-blessings 

Jesus offers to his followers, and we continue to take one verse each week. Too often these sayings 

are passed off as simple how-to instructions or some kind of a moral compass, but taking the time 

to consider and unpack each of them will give us a chance to pay closer attention to what our Lord 

points out as the mixed-up “blessing” that his faithful followers can expect in the God-changed 

world.  At the end of the month we begin a 6-week series in the Letters of John as they help us 

reconnect with John’s Gospel which we heard from Advent through Easter. 
 

Sunday ï July 1, 2018 ï Living the Christ -Life: Beatitudes & Blessings (Week 5: Care) 
 

Preaching text: Matthew 5:1-2, 7; w/Psalm 94:18-19 and Philippians 2:1-4 

Theme:
 
Jesus sat down and taught his climbing companions. This is what he said: ñYouôre 

blessed when you care. At the moment of being ócare-full,ô you find yourselves cared 

for.ò 

Liturgical date & color: 6th Sunday after Pentecost; green 
 

Sunday ï July 8, 2018 ï Living the Christ -Life: Beatitudes & Blessings (Week 6: See) 
 

Preaching text: Matthew 5:1-2, 8; w/Psalm 24:3-5 

Theme: ñYouôre blessed when you get your inside world ï your mind and heart ï put right. 

Then you can see God in the outside world.ò 
Liturgical date & color: 7th Sunday after Pentecost; green 

 

Sunday ï July 15, 2018 ï Living the Christ -Life: Beatitudes & Blessings (Week 7: Cooperate) 
 

Preaching text: Matthew 5:1-2, 9; w/Psalm 34:11-14 

Theme: ñYouôre blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or 

fight. Thatôs when you discover who you really are, and your place in Godôs family.ò 
Liturgical date & color: 8th Sunday after Pentecost; green 

 

Sunday ï July 22, 2018 ï Living the Christ -Life: Beatitudes & Blessings (Week 8: Continue) 
 

Preaching text: Matthew 5:1-2, 10-12; w/Isaiah 51:7-8 

Theme: This is what he said: ñYouôre blessed when your commitment to God provokes 

persecution; the persecution drives you even deeper into Godôs kingdom. Not only thatéò 

Liturgical date & color: 9th Sunday after Pentecost; green 
 

Sunday ï July 29, 2018 ï Living the Christ -Life: Letters of John (Week 1 of 6) 
 

Preaching text: 1 John 1:1-4; w/John 1:14-16 

Theme: The First Letter of John begins by echoing the beginning of John’s Gospel as we are 

caught up in the wonder of God’s Word coming among us in the flesh and changing 

everything. 

Liturgical date & color: 10th Sunday after Pentecost; green 
 

 

Gold Hill ELC Directions  
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THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF 

GOLD HILL EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

a. Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior 

b. The Holy Spirit and worship strengthen us 

c. We are a welcoming and inviting community in 

Christ 

d. With confidence and courage we share the Word 

e. Our faith leads us to serve joyfully 

f. We are generous with our gifts 
 

 Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church has been 

provided a precious opportunity to have the services of an 

extraordinarily qualified interim pastor serve us and guide us 

to know ourselves and what we seek in a new pastor as a 

congregation. Pastor Laurie Jungling is prepared to come to 

us in September. The council and Pastor Tim are working on 

his resignation details and the council and Pastor Laurie are 

working on a mutually acceptable agreement for her 

services. The council is also reviewing and following the 

requirements of the constitution to meet all of its obligations 

to lead this congregation within the terms of that 

constitution, while not losing sight of our guiding principles, 

listed above. 

 In addition and not unrelated, the council is watching 

(with some dismay) the state of our giving in the 

congregation. At this time we can only ask you; “Why has 

giving declined so precipitously?” We really want to know. 

 You see an insertion in this Nugget with information 

about the tasks of an interim pastor and the congregation she 

serves. We will make copies available after church in the 

fellowship hall. Please read this insert with discernment and 

prayer. Our congregation has some important exciting work 

ahead. 

 Some information about Pastor Laurie: She was born and 

raised in Great Falls (and hopes we will welcome a Rustler 

into our fold). She holds a PhD in Theological Ethics and 

formerly was a professor at Augustana College in Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota. At the suggestion of a member of our 

congregation, I contacted St. Paul Lutheran Church in Cut 

Bank, Montana. I quickly received responses from Nancy 

Johnson, former President of the council and from Nancy 

Light, current President of the council. I will keep their 

responses if anyone wants to see them in their entirety, but 

some excerpts include: 

 Nancy Johnson: 

 She [Pastor Laurie] is a talented teacher. . . .completely 

 honest. . . .entirely capable. . . . easy to talk to. 

 Nancy Light: 

 I will use one word to describe Pastor Laurie: 

 AMAZING! 

Yours in Christ, 

Peggy Probasco 

A View from the Bench   
 

 

By Shelly Clark, Director of Music Ministries 
 

...but all things should be done decently and in order.  

--1 Corinthians 14:40 (NRSV) 
  

 Like many of us, I learned my patterns of orderliness 

from my parents.  My father came from German stock where 

orderliness was next to Godliness.  A place for everything, 

and everything in its place.  My father would bring me and 

my siblings out to the garage at least once a week to wipe 

down tools and put them away in the correct drawer or on 

the right hook.  My mother, who was a home economics 

major, operated a spotless home with floors from which you 

could eat!  We all made our bed before breakfast was served.  

Humans, as a general rule, thrive on patterns.  We learn early 

about the patterns of preparing for the day and before sleep. 

We know when meals occur. The body has circadian 

rhythms that tell us when to sleep and when to wake up.   

Patterns are all around.   

 At many churches, I observe that people like to sit in the 

same pews and the same location in those pews every week. 

Sometimes other people (the unknowing visitors!) sit in our 

“spots” and it disturbs our flow for a moment. 

 Seriously, though, there is one pattern at church that 

really serves us well, and serves the Lord well.  It is the 

pattern of our worship. Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

(ELW) on page 93 describes the pattern of our worship 

together. 

¶ Gathering 

¶ Word 

¶ Meal 

¶ Sending 

 The Lutheran church is considered a liturgical church, 

along with our sisters and brothers in the Roman Catholic, 

Anglican/Episcopal, Methodist, and Orthodox Christian 

traditions.  All of these churches follow the pattern of 

gathering, hearing the Word of God, sharing a meal, and 

sending all out to love and serve the Lord in the world. 

 Reformed pastor, Rev. Shane Lems, sums up the benefits 

of a liturgical church: 

“The benefits of historic, Bible-saturated, Sunday 

morning liturgy are many.  Liturgies protect the 

congregation from the pastor’s (or worship leader’s) 

whims and hobby horses. With a solid liturgy, you don’t 

have to put up with those odd songs or ideas that 

“moved” your pastor (or worship leader) in the days 

before worship.  Solid liturgies remind us we’re not of 

this world, they kill narcissism, they help us join voices 

with the saints of old, they remind us God is a Triune 

God of order, majesty, and constancy, and solid liturgies 

do not cater to certain age groups or ethnicities.”  

 Let’s celebrate our patterns in life and in worship ... 

together! 
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Thanks to all the Volunteers  
 

By Jerry Aaker, Outreach Ministry 
 

 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 

 as good stewards of God's varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10 
 

 Think of the many ways the term service is used.  We 

like good “service” at a restaurant and appreciate being 

served in a cheerful way.  In a game I like, pickleball, we 

“serve” the ball to initiate a play.  Good service is key to 

success.  

 You won’t find any references to pickleball in the Bible, 

but there are many references to service and most service in 

the church is done by volunteers.  Volunteers give of their 

talents and time to ensure that things get done.  Think of all 

the faithful volunteers in our church who serve, both visibly 

and anonymously.  Even though there are many demands on 

time and distractions, we see these faithful servants who 

constantly step forward to serve – Service in the name of 

Christ.  

 At Gold Hill volunteers serve as quilters, Stephen 

ministers, makers of sack lunches, baby care kits and prayer 

shawls, choir members, newsletter helpers, lawn mowers, 

Council members, preachers, worship assistants, ushers, 

counters, and those who set up for communion.  We 

appreciate the providers of hospitality and food during 

fellowship hour, and those who take on jobs like the recent 

bathroom remodeling.  Thanks to all these and many more. 

 And there are those who volunteer in the community in 

service to the needy and forgotten. I know of a least a half 

dozen Gold Hill members who have volunteered at the new 

Community Café, and others who help the food bank, visit 

shut-ins, and lead simple worship services in three nursing 

homes in Butte. 

 Hereôs another emerging possibility for volunteering 
in the future.  Several of us have been in discussion and 

coordination with local social service agencies about the 

need for an organized way to collect furniture and household 

items for the “newly housed” in Butte.  Local agencies that 

work with the homeless and those in need of housing point 

to this as a critical need. This is not a formally organized 

program yet, but in the short term a storage unit has been 

rented and we have already made a delivery to a needy 

family.  If you are interested in this initiative to help us 

develop this program and/or volunteering to pick up and 

deliver items, please let me know - jaaker2@yahoo.com, or 

call 406 2217374. 

 Also, mark September 9
th

 on your calendar.  This is 

Godôs Work, Our Hands Sunday.  I am looking for 

volunteers who are willing to help with the cookout as we 

reach out to our neighbors, and for creative ideas for another 

“service” project that Sunday.  September 9th will also be 

Rally Sunday, to kick off the Christian education program 

for the year, AND it will be the first Sunday that our interim 

pastor, Laurie Jungling, will lead us in worship. 

 

 [continued from page 3, ñSpiritual Growth Ministry 

 Teamò by Debra Pascua] 
 

 Dignity, compassion and justice: Each person is created 

in God’s image. We respect this God-given right to dignity 

and, inspired by the life of Jesus, show love and compassion 

for all people. Through proclamation of the gospel, through 

worship and as servants of God working for healing and 

justice in the world, we uphold and seek to protect the 

dignity and human rights of all people. 

 Inclusion and diversity: As Christ’s church, we value 

the richness of God’s creation and offer a radical welcome to 

all people, appreciating our common humanity and our 

differences. We are a church that does not view diversity as a 

barrier to unity. We recognize and will challenge dynamics 

of power and privilege that create barriers to participation 

and equity in this church and society – for women, people of 

color, minority ethnic groups, people with disabilities, 

people who are marginalized or living in poverty, and the 

LGBTQ community. 

 Courage and openness to change: Because we trust in 

God’s promise and understand faith to be a living, daring 

confidence in God’s grace, we are emboldened to embrace 

learning and change in our spiritual and institutional journey 

as church. This means we are open to new ways and willing 

to take risks to discover God’s plan for this church. 

 Faithful stewardship of Godôs creation and gifts: As 

church together, faithful stewardship is about holding to 

God’s purpose and ensuring the responsibilities and 

resources that God has entrusted to us are used with great 

care and with accountability to God, to each other and those 

served by this church. 

 Let us be welcoming. Let us not assume that newcomers 

who are different than us will “corrupt” us. Let us focus on 

God's commands for us, to go out and love others as we love 

ourselves. The ELCA is focusing on bringing love to the 

people. These include the inner cities, the churches, those 

suffering poverty, rural areas that don't have resources, 

discontent in church congregations, campus ministries, 

training of LPAs, lowering the costs of seminary for our 

future pastors, global tragedies, and the list goes on. Our 

little church has so many opportunities to help others, in 

these ways and more.  

 As a side comment, there have been much fewer dollars 

in congregational offering this year, and we are struggling 

financially. I helped on the budget this last year. We have no 

ways to cut back. Prayerfully consider our Simply Giving 

program, where the offering is consistently given 

electronically whether you are attending church that week or 

not. It can always be adjusted.  I love it because I can budget 

each year how I want to give.  We as council hate to ask, but 

as a congregation, we are all in this together. 
  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

     

mailto:jaaker2@yahoo.com
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1 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Pray for all traveling home from 

Houston’s ELCA Youth Gathering that they will return home 

safely to share their enthusiasm, deepened faith, appreciation for 

the diversity and complexity of the body of Christ. 

2 Thank God for being attentive and reassuring to us. We are loved 

and nothing is beyond God’s ability to heal, restore, or save. 

3 Pray for all affected by recent flooding and severe weather. May 

the Spirit sustain their faith and hope while they deal with loss, 

damage and the daunting work of recovery and rebuilding. 

4 Give thanks for the freedom we experience in our nation, and 

pray the Spirit will guide us in using our freedom to exemplify 

God’s ways of justice, peace, humility, and mercy. 

5 Give thanks and praise to God for being gracious to us and being 

our helper, turning our mourning into dancing with joy. 

6 Give thanks for the ELCA missionaries serving in Cameroon, 

Kenya and Liberia and for their work alongside our global 

companions in theological education, and parish ministry. 

7 Pray the Spirit of God stirs in us an inclination to be generous 

and concerned with the needs of our neighbor. 
 

8 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost The disciples were sent out with 

few physical comforts and resources, but were well equipped for 

ministry with the wisdom of Jesus, the power of the Spirit and the 

company of one another. Pray that we too will trust in the guidance 

and assets God has provided us to do God’s work in the world. 

9 Pray for the city of Houston (host for the 2018 ELCA Youth 

Gathering) that the witness and impact of the faith, enthusiasm and 

service of the youth and adult participants will endure long after 

the Gathering. 

10 Ask God to have mercy on us so our spirits are restored when 

we feel disparaged or criticized and that we are strengthened to 

respond not with vengeance or anger but with the same mercy and 

love we have experienced through faith in Jesus Christ. 

11 Pray for those working in partnership to prepare for serving our 

neighbors in need on “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, Sept. 9. 

12 Give thanks for the bounty and impact of community gardens 

tended by congregations and neighbors for the sake of those who 

are hungry. 

13 We ask God to help us see and understand our shortcomings, 

hardships and tragedies in life not as humiliating weaknesses but as 

sources of strength, preparation and wisdom to help us better 

understand and serve our neighbor. 

14 Give thanks for the rich partnership and relationship we have 

with the Reformed Church in America, a full communion partner 

with the ELCA since 1997. Pray for their church and ask God to 

further our respect for one another and our work together. 
 

15 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost May we have a measure of John 

the Baptizer’s boldness, persistence, and confidence of faith as we 

talk about our faith with others, share the gospel and invite our 

neighbor to experience God’s grace through Jesus Christ. 

16 Pray for world leaders working toward diplomatic solutions to 

complex and deep-seated conflicts; ask God to grant them 

persistence, mutual understanding, and an openness to 

reconciliation for the sake of people caught in the middle who 

suffer injustice, violence, displacement, division, and poverty. 

17 Pray we be open to what Scripture tells us about God’s steadfast 

love, faithfulness, righteousness, peace and goodness and what it 

means for our life and baptismal journey. 

18 Pray for those involved in service learning and mission trips 

this summer; for mutual bonds of faith, understanding, and 

partnership in communities where they serve and a spirit of lasting 

servanthood throughout life. 

19 Give thanks and glory to God for the gift of eternal life and the 

coming time when we will be gathered in heaven as loved children 

adopted through Jesus Christ. 

20 Offer prayers of thanksgiving and encouragement for 

physicians, scientists, and researchers committed to curing, 

treating, and ending life threatening and debilitating diseases. 

21 The ELCA and The Episcopal Church are committed to prayer, 

fasting and advocacy addressing cuts to public programs that are 

vital to hungry people who are living in poverty. Pray for these 

concerns on the 21st of each month through December 2018. 
 

22 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Pray we learn from the selfless, 

empathetic example of Jesus to not turn our backs on our 

neighbors, especially those in need or crisis. 

23 Mary Magdalene, Apostle The stories of women in the Bible 

who are examples of faith, courageous leadership, serving 

neighbors in need and sharing boldly the good news of Jesus Christ 

sometimes remain untold or unfamiliar to us. We pray to be 

disciplined in studying their stories in Scripture and to share far 

and wide the inspiring stories of women of faith. 

24 We may not know much about shepherds in today’s world, but 

we know enough to be grateful that God is attentive to our daily 

lives and needs for care, comfort and guidance. 

25 Pray for the ELCA missionaries serving in Chile, Colombia, 

Costa Rica and Jamaica and for their work alongside our global 

companions. 

26 Pray for communities preparing for the long hurricane season 

ahead. May we be generous in supporting Lutheran Disaster 

Response and the congregations, volunteers and agencies that are 

quick to mobilize and assist with disaster relief and recovery across 

the United States and the Caribbean region. 

27 Ask God to remind us of and restore among us the unity and 

peace we have in the promises, love, and sacrifice of Christ Jesus 

that reconcile us to God. 

28 Young Adult Ministry of the ELCA serves a diverse population 

of young people. Pray the inspiration, opportunities and resources 

offered bear fruit and complement the work of congregations in 

supporting and connecting with young adults so they can uncover 

their identity as children of God. 
 

29 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost Give thanks for the work we 

participate in through ELCA World Hunger and our partners to end 

poverty and hunger in the world. 

30 Pray for congregations facing challenges of changing 

communities, demographics and economic contexts; pray they find 

insightful assistance, draw on the resources of synods and 

churchwide programs and move forward with creativity, new 

wisdom and renewed energy for the mission of the church. 

31 We rejoice that whether new to faith in Christ or a mature 

leader or elder in the faith, the same Spirit is at work in us, the 

same love of Christ dwells in us and we are blessed by the same 

fullness of God. 

 

July 

2018 
 

Prayer Ventures  
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July 2018    Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church, 934 Placer Street, Butte, MT  59701  (406) 723-4242 
 

 

EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, UNITED TO SERVE       FOOD BANK ITEMS OF THE MONTH:  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion to 
Homebound 
Change the World Offering 
10:45 am Coffee Hour 
 

 

 

2 
 
мл ŀƳ DI9[/ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ  
Book Club @ BSSL Center 
 

  

3 
 

 

4   OFFICE  

    CLOSED  
 

 
 

 
 
 

6:15 pm Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:30 pm Al-Anon 

5 
 
 
 
  

 
  
 

 
 

6 
 
 

 

 
 

 

7 
 

 
 
 

 

8   
 

9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion 
10:45 am Coffee Hour 
 

 
 

 

9  
 
 
6 pm Stephen Ministry 
Leadership 
 

7 pm Stephen Ministry 
Supervision 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

10 
 
9:30 ŀƳ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Gather Bible Study 
@ BSSL Center 
 
10:00 - 4:00 pm 
Chateau Quilters 
 
 

 

 
 

11 

 
9:30 am LWR Quilters 
 
6:15 pm Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:30 pm Al-Anon 
 
 

 

12   
 
 
 
  

 
 

13 
 

12 pm 55+ 
Lunch at 
tŜǊƪƛƴΩǎ 
Restaurant 
 

Nugget 
Deadline 

 

14 
 
10 am - 3 pm  

Diamond 
Quilters 

15 
 

9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion 
10:45 am Coffee Hour 
 
 

 

16 
 
 
9 am  We Deliver -  
      Sack Lunch Ministry 

 

17 
 
 
5:30 pm Executive 
Committee mtng 

 

18   
 
9:30 am LWR Quilters 
 

6:15 pm Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:30 pm Al-Anon 

19 
  

10 am Knitting 
Ministry @ BSSL 
Center 
 
 

 
 

20 

 

21 

22 
 

9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion 
10:45 am Coffee Hour 

 

23 
 

 
 
 
 
7 pm Stephen Ministry  
            Supervision 
 
 

24 
 
6:00 pm Council 
mtng 

 
4k for Cancer 

Group 
Overnight Stay 

25 
9:30 am LWR Quilters 
 

1 pm Nugget Mail 
Crew 
 

6:15 pm Overeaters 
Anonymous 
7:30 pm Al-Anon 

26 
 
 
 
  

 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion 
10:45 am Coffee Hour 
 

30 31  
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Education Notes   

for July 

By Pat Gruss  

 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

    SKITS   SINGING   GAMES   ART   FUN 
 June 10- 14 was our Joint Family Vacation 
Bible School with Gloria Dei.   It was held  at 
Gloria Dei in the evening this year with all 
members of the family joining together.  A big 
thank you to Pastors Tim and Martha who led 
opening and closing worship . Pastor Tim also 
provided our dinners, which started us out  well 
fed and happy.  
 Ron Gruss and Ross Whelchel led the music 
with guitars.   Julie Corbin, Chris Ketchum , and 
Deb Pascua led the games and art activities. We 
used the Faith5 framework for the closing. This is 
the first year in many that we did it as 
congregations, and it was a great experience for 
all.  From ages 3 to 70+ (?) we shared, laughed, 
played, and created.  Thanks also to Heatherlynn 
Meeks for her support.  Have a wonderful 
summer!     
__________________________________________ 
 

We Deliver - Sack Lunch 

Ministry  
 

By Kim Mickelson  
 

 

 We continue helping to 
provide sack lunches for the 
hungry of Butte.    
 For June we thank Jerry 
& Judy Aaker, Cory Beck, Patty Callaghan, Doug & 
Ann Drew, JoAnn Farrow, Dick Fitzpatrick, Bruce 
& Peggy Graving, Bill Hill,  Annette Lawson, Kim 

Mickelson, Arlene Munyon, and Curt Quist for 
helping put these lunches together.  
 Food supplies were provided by  Jerry & Judy 
Aaker, Patty Callaghan, JoAnn Farrow, Bruce & 
Peggy Graving, Annette Lawson, Bill Hill, Kim 
Mickelson, and Curt Quist. A special thank you for 
all  cash donations. They are greatly appreciated 
as this ministry is solely support ed by our 
congregation. 
 We will meet this month on July 16 to put 
these lunches together. There is a signup sheet in 
the Fellowship Hall for those who wish to help 
make these lunches. 
 If you have any questions please feel free to 
call me at 494- 1206.  Thank you and God bless. 
_________________________________________________ 
 

Gold Hill ELCA Trust Committee Notes  
 

Meeting held May 24, 2018 
Members present: Deb Young, Ron Gruss, Fred 
Thomas, Mike Welker, and Annette Lawson.  
Guests present: Bruce Graving and Marshal 
Mickelson.  
The minutes from April 29, 2018 were accepted. 
The donation to the archives has taken place.   
New business:  
Ã It was decided that the allocations of the 
perpetual and memorial funds should be 
established. Ron Gruss and Mike Welker will be 
working on this, going over the annual reports 
from 2014- 2017.  
Ã We will explore options of getting professional 
assistance with trust committee investments. It 
was decided to invite In Faith Community 
Foundation to talk to the committee at a futu re 
date to be determined.   
Ã Deb Young moved that we use electronic 
applications for the Schotte scholarships. The 
committee accepted this.   
Ã The next meeting will be at 7 pm July 24, 2018 
in room 104 at Gold Hill.  
Respectfully submitted,  
Annette Lawson 
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Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church  

934 Placer Street  

Butte, MT 59701  

 

Phone:  

(406) 723 - 4242  

 

Cell:  

(406) 498 - 0228  

 

E- Mail:  

PastorTim@GoldHillLutheran.org  

Education@GoldHillLutheran.org  

ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org  

 

Office Hours:   Mon - Fri  9 - 12 & 1 - 4 

 

Pastor Tim Christensen  

Christian Ed. Director Pat Gruss  

Parish Admin. Assistant Mary Johnston  
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Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church  
934 Placer Street, Butte, MT  59701  

(406) 723 -4242  
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit,  
United to Serve  

 

Worship Schedule:  
 

Worship 9: 30 am, 10:45 am Coffee Hour  

 

 

 
 


