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Welcome to Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church, and a special welcome to
our guests and those returning after a time away. We’re gathered as a
Christian community to worship the Lord!
Thank you for worshipping with us this morning!
Please let us know if there are other ways we can be of service. Guests are
invited to fill out the small green contact card in the rack in front of you and
hand it to the Pastor or other worship leaders or place it in the offering plate. We
promise not to ‘stalk’ anyone – we’re just trying to let you know we care.

Our Congregation’s Mission Statement:
EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, UNITED TO SERVE
The Guiding Principles of God’s People at Gold Hill Lutheran
Principle 1: Jesus Christ is our Lord & Savior
Principle 2: The Holy Spirit & worship strengthen us
Principle 3: We are a welcoming & inviting community in Christ
Principle 4: We share the Word with confidence and courage
Principle 5: Our faith leads us to serve joyfully
Principle 6: We are generous with our gifts

www.Facebook.com/GoldHillLutheranChurch.ELCA.ButteMT
Check out our GROWING website at www.GoldHillLutheran.org
934 Placer Street – Butte, MT 59701 – 406-723-4242
Mary Johnston – ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org
Pastor Trina Johnsten, interim - PastorGoldHill@gmail.com
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The First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2019
*Indicates that congregation stands.
Bolded texts are said in unison.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Blessing and Lighting of the Advent Wreath
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle on this wreath,
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels.
Enlighten us with your grace,
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
O Come, O Come Emmanuel, #257, vs 1 and 6
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
*Confession and Forgiveness
We gather in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*Gathering Hymn

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying, #436

*Greeting

page 203

*Kyrie

page 203

*Glory to God
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*Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
By your merciful protection
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins,

and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Lessons may be found at the back of the bulletin.
Old Testament

Isaiah 2:1-5

Psalm

Psalm 122

Reading from the Early Church

Romans 13:11-14

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel

Matthew 24:36-44

As the gospel is announced:

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
As the gospel is concluded:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Trina Johnsten

*Hymn of the Day

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers, #244

*Apostles’ Creed
*Prayers of Intercession
Each portion of the prayer concludes:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Gathering of Offering and 2nd Offering
Love Devine, All Loves Excelling, #631

Offering Prayer
*Great Thanksgiving
Holy, Holy, Holy
Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Lamb of God
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Communion
All are welcome at this Table – members, guests, children, friends.
Communion will be served at the altar rail today.
Come forward by the center aisle, find an open spot, and return to your
seat by the outside aisle.
If you are unable to come forward, we will bring Communion to you.
Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.
Please let the communion servers know if you need these.
Communion Hymn

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, #490

*Blessing and Prayer

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*Sending of Communion
*Benediction
Announcements
*Sending Hymn

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, #251

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!

Isaiah 2:1-5
2 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the
nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that
he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of
Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more.
5
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Psalm 122
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem—built as a city
that is bound firmly together.
To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord.
As was decreed for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
For there the thrones for judgment were set up,
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls,
and security within your towers.”
For the sake of my relatives and friends
I will say, “Peace be within you.”
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek your good.

Romans 13:11-14
11
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when
we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13 let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Matthew 24:36-44
36
“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.

