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The Nugget 

Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church           We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation and 
934 Placer Street - Butte, MT 59701            a Congregation of the Montana Synod of the 
(406) 723-4242                   Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

 
From the Pastor’s Study 

 

                                              

                                      EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
                                              UNITED TO SERVE        

                                        July 2020 

 

Siblings in Christ, 
 

Well my friends, it’s been a month! As I write this we have been in Butte America for one month today. It is  

exciting to be here, it is exciting that we might get to worship together soon, it is exciting to see the world  

coming back to some sense of normalcy… But we are still living in strange times.  
 

Gold Hill Lutheran Church is not really open yet… We are doing outside service for the foreseeable future…  

We are coming together, but staying apart. 
 

In 1521, early in his career, Martin Luther wrote “The Misuse of the Mass,” wherein he spoke about how certain 

Catholics were more attached to the “cult of the Mass” than the worship of God. He took issue with monks,  

withholding the cup from the laity, priests who preached the Pope rather than the Gospel, transubstantiation, and  

many issues. In short, church had become more about church than about God. Over time many of the issues that  

Luther saw here became a part of our Lutheran Confessions found in the Book of Concord. We claim to this day  

that we do not worship the Church, we worship God through the gift of the church. And that gift of the church is  

the assemblage of the people who come together and join in celebration and joy to worship our God. God uses  

this worship to bring us faith through the teaching and preaching of the Word and the movement of the Holy  

Spirit within the gathered. 
 

Early reformers saw this as a boon, to claim that God is with us wherever we are gathered, that God speaks  

through the Word, that the Spirit brings faith to the God’s people wherever and whenever they are… And so do I.  

I think  that God is reorienting us today. I will tell you that this is not how I perceived the beginning of any call  

would be. But here we are, living in this strange time and worshipping God in the best way we can, outside, at a 

distance from each other, but still in community. 
 

This is the reality of God in our world. God is with us when we worship, whether that worship is in our homes, 

 in our parking lot, or in our sanctuary. God is here, with us, present in our neighbor, present in our voices that 

lift prayer from behind a mask, present in the grape juice and wafer in those fancy little cups that have a seven  

year shelf life! God is with us in this strange time… And God is helping us think outside the box in this time.  
 

How many of you ever thought that it would become “normal” to not enter the church on Sunday? How many  

of you ever thought that we would be talking about adding another worship service in the week? How many of  

you ever thought that Facebook devotions would be a thing? God is helping us out of our box. God is helping  

us think of new and strange ways to worship. And so I ask you: If you have ideas of how we could continue to  

worship God in the best way for our time, in the safest way for our time, please let the council know your ideas. 

 Let them know how we can gather as church when we can’t gather in “The Church.” How can we step away  

from the cult of the Church and step into the light of worship wherever worship is? 
 

Blessings, 

 
Pr. C  
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Prayer Concerns 
Please call the Church Office (723-4242)  

or email us: (ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org) 

with your prayer requests. Only prayers given to the 

entire congregation will be included here.      
 

Ed Nelson (Pat Grussô father) – who is quite ill; prayers 

of comfort & peace  

Christine Quist (Jeanette & Curt Quistôs daughter-in-

law) – prayers for health & healing 

Ray Coyne (by Danette Fitzpatrick) – prayers for 

health and healing after surgery on Friday 

Dave Swanson (Ruschelle Tyvandôs friend) – prayers 

for healing after injuries suffered in an auto accident 

Monica Poole – prayers for health & healing following 

surgery 

Mike Lawson – prayers for health & healing 

Pastor Aprille Jordan (Valley of Christ, Frenchtown) 

– recovering from a brain aneurysm 

The community of Rocky Boys, EMTs Loni Taylor 

and her husband, and Our Saviour's Lutheran – 

mourning the death of five members of the 

community, killed in a car accident 

Pastor Tim Tripple (Grace Lutheran, Worland) and 

family – as they mourn the death of his father, Louis, 

due to complications from Covid-19 

Mandy and Pastor Jake Schumacher (Immanuel, 

Absarokee) – prayers of thanksgiving as they celebrate 

the birth of their son, Lukas 

From our Synod prayer calendar, we remember:  

For healthcare workers, public officials, church, and 

civic leaders that they may be supported, cared for, 

and guided by Godôs wisdom in this time of difficult 

decision-making on behalf of their communities. 

For all the pastors, pastoral leaders, LPAs and 

congregation and ministry leaders across the synod 

as they find ways to serve their communities and 

congregations. May God grant them peace and 

strength during this time. 

For the families of all who have died because of 

racism, poverty, and Covid-19.  
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 

July Birthdays/Anniversaries:  

 

Liam Sparks – celebrating his 

baptismal birthday July 1 

Dorothy Schultz – celebrating her 

birthday July 1 

Oliver Sparks – celebrating his baptismal birthday July 

3 

Lindsay Campbell – celebrating her birthday July 3 

Lili Fortune – celebrating her baptismal birthday July 3 

Mary Jane Lillyblad – celebrating her birthday July 5 

Dorothy Killoy – celebrating her birthday July 6 

Ryan Raty – celebrating his baptismal birthday July 8 

Jeanette Quist – celebrating her birthday July 11 

Holly Schroeder – celebrating her birthday July 11 

Brieson Campbell – celebrating his baptismal birthday 

July 13 

Valerie Tadday – celebrating her birthday July 13 

Quinn Corbin – celebrating her baptismal birthday July 

15 

Staci Werner, Winter Werner, & River Phillips – 

celebrating their baptismal birthdays July 15 

JoAnn Farrow – celebrating her birthday July 16 

Ken Stamp – celebrating his birthday July 17 

Carol Eddy – celebrating her birthday July 18 

Wally Butt – celebrating his birthday July 19 

Ron Gruss – celebrating his birthday July 20 

Holly Schroeder – celebrating her baptismal birthday 

July 22 

Hunter Meeks – celebrating his baptismal birthday July 

22 

Sheilah Vincent – celebrating her birthday July 23 

Ashley Johns – celebrating her birthday July 27 

Judy Bond – celebrating her birthday July 31 

 

Terry & Cindy Munyon – celebrating 

their 46th anniversary July 2 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org
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Memorials & Honorariums  
 

In Memory of Sharon Engh from:  
 Ruth & Bob Matson 
 Colleen Tamblyn 
 

In Memory of Hazel Edwards from:  
 Colleen Tamblyn 
 Linda & Dennis Moore  
 
   

======================================== 

 

Food Bank Donations  

for July  
 

Due to the coronavirus outbreak 
we will not be taking physical foo d 
donations at Gold Hill in July . 
 

You can still donate to the Butte 
Emergency Food Bank. 

 
 Mail your monetary donation directly to: 
 

Butte Emergency Food Bank 
1019 East Second Street 
Butte, MT  59701 

 

 Thank you for your generosity!  
 

======================================== 
 

Prayer for a Pandemic  
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced  
remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors  
remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working 
from home remember those who must 
choose between preserving their health or 
making their rent.  

May we who have the flexibility to care for 
our children when their schools close 
remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips  
remember those that have no place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money 
in the tumult of the economic market 
remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at 
home remember those who have no home. 
During this time when we cannot 
physically w rap our arms around each 
other, let us yet find ways to be the loving 
embrace of God to our neighbors. 
 

    Amen. 

=========================================== 
 

 

 

  
 
 

 

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

              

 

                  

                  

                  

      

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help us to stay  

updated and notify the church  

office with any address,  

phone, or Email  

address changes! 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 2020: 
 

Mike Lawson - 
President 

 

Curt Quist - 
Administration Director  

 

Revonda Stordahl - 
Treasurer 

 

Peggy Graving - 
Secretary 

 

Julie Corbin - 
Spiritual Growth  

Ministry, Team Leader  
 

Chris Ketchum - 
Worship Ministry, Team Leader  

 

Lynn Aniksdal - 
Leadership Ministry, Team Leader  

 

Dale Schultz - 
Outreach Ministry, Tea m Leader 

 

Pastor Marlow Carrels 
 

 



The Nugget Page 4 
 
 

 

 

By Revonda Stordahl 
 

Financial Summary  
 
 

 

 

May 

2020 Actual Budget 

Over/under 

budget 

Income $14,895.42 $15,000.00 -$104.58 

Expenses $13,024.34 $15,912.49 -$2,888.15 

Net Income $1,871.08 -$912.49 $2,783.57 

   

 

Year-to-

Date Actual  Budget 

Over/under 

budget 

Income $66,199.77 $75,000.00 -$8,800.23 

Expenses $61,817.56 $79,562.45 -$17,744.89 

Net Income $4,382.21 -$4,562.45 $8,944.66 

 

Just a reminder, you can mail in your offering or put it in 

the mail slot at the church.  Offering is being counted on 

Tuesday evenings.  
 

If anyone has any questions about the budget, please contact 

me at 490-8043 or by e-mail, revondafs@gmail.com. 

________________________________________________ 
 

 

During this difficult time, 

Gold Hill Evangelical 

Lutheran Church invites 

you to use electronic giving 

to automate your regular 

weekly offering. It is easy, convenient, and provides much-

needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
 

An authorization form is available for download here: 

http://www.goldhilllutheran.org/media/b1cc239a911454dcff

ff8353ffffe905.pdf 
 

Once completed, just mail it to the church and treasurer 

Revonda Stordahl will take it from there.  And if you have 

any questions about electronic giving, please contact 

Revonda at 490-8043 or by e-mail, revondafs@gmail.com. 

________________________________________________ 
 

The Stewardship of White Privilege in the 

Aftermath of George Floyd's Death  
 

by Rev. Dr. Yolanda Denson Byers and Shari Seifert 
 

Yolanda: When I first heard about George Floyd’s murder, I 

was not hopeful that change would follow. I preached a 

sermon entitled, “Let the Fires of Your Justice Burn” 

begging for help so that no one’s child would ever have to 

endure the public agony that was George Floyd’s last nine 

minutes upon the earth. 

This sermon has been viewed over 10,000 times on 

Facebook and YouTube.  George Floyd’s death awakened a 

“sleeping giant” amongst white people of goodwill. I teach 

that stewardship pertains to how we choose to invest our 

time, talent, and treasure. Martin Luther once said, “God 

doesn’t need your good works, but your neighbor does.” 

It is easy to do things like a peaceful BLM march, donation 

of a bag of diapers, or the writing of a big check sent to a 

location one will never visit. It is harder to stay in the fight 

for justice, over the long haul, dismantling white supremacy 

in the church and in our world. 
 

Shari: I have been amazed by the generosity that I have seen 

in the form of mountains of donations rolling into our 

churches. Many feel the need to “do something” to meet the 

immediate needs of people without transportation or 

groceries. This help is right and necessary. 

However, we white folks need to be careful not to fall into 

the “white savior” role with our trips to Costco meant to 

solve other people’s problems. This is but a short-term fix. 

To achieve the lasting, structural, change for which we all 

hunger, we must dig deeper and do some serious soul 

searching.  

We have to see how we are broken, put forth the emotional 

labor to examine our complicity in the sin of racism, and 

assert that our “right to comfort” is not more important than 

professing in word, thought, and deed that Black Lives 

Matter. If we fail to do this, we will continue to prop up 

white supremacy in our churches, and in our world. 

Let us not squander this historic 

opportunity.   
 

Yolanda & Shari: We believe that 

systemic change must occur. It will 

occur when our denominations invest 

in the retention of students and clergy of color, fully fund the 

budgets of churches serving the marginalized, pay clergy of 

color at synod guidelines, and our churches choose to reflect 

the beautiful diversity of God’s creation in stained glass, 

song and reading choices, and/or dolls in the nursery. 

It will also happen when European-American pastors and lay 

leaders commit to being uncomfortable, risking rejection or 

rage, to boldly declare that Black Lives Matter in all that 

we say, think, and do. All of this requires deep commitment 

to interrogating our stewardship of white privilege in the 

church. It will demand the investment of time, talent, and 

treasure. It will take a changed heart and a willingness to put 

life, limb, reputation, and finance on the line for the sake of 

Christ. Will you join us? 
 

The Rev. Dr. Yolanda Denson-Byers currently serves as 
the pastor of Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Becker, 

Minnesota. They are a missional church which affirms 

that, ñAll are welcome; with no exceptions!ò  
Shari Seifert is currently VP of the European Descent 

Lutheran Association for Racial Justice. 

Gold Hill ELC Directions 

mailto:revondafs@gmail.com
http://www.goldhilllutheran.org/media/b1cc239a911454dcffff8353ffffe905.pdf
http://www.goldhilllutheran.org/media/b1cc239a911454dcffff8353ffffe905.pdf
mailto:revondafs@gmail.com
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From the Music Director 
 

Psalm 100 King James Version (KJV) 

100 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his 

presence with singing. 
3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath 

made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and 

the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 

courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his 

name. 
5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his 

truth endureth to all generations. 
 

Things have been challenging these 

past few months. Yet, in spite of the 

difficulties we've experienced one thing 

remains certain; God is in control. He 

knows what will happen tomorrow and 

asks us to simply trust in Him. We are 

able to have church services again, 

which is an answer to prayer. This is 

why Psalm 100 stands out to me. Let us enter His gates 

with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise.  
 

In Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, 

Dave Coleman 
________________________________________________ 

 

Gold Hill Lutheran Church Council 

Minutes – June 10, 2020 
 

The meeting was called to order at 

6:15 by President Mike Lawson. 
Present were Mike Lawson, President; Curt Quist, 

Administration Director; Revonda Stordahl, Treasurer; 

Peggy Graving, Secretary; Julie Corbin, Spiritual Growth 

Ministry; Chris Ketchum, Worship Ministry; Lynn Aniksdal, 

Leadership Ministry; and Pastor Marlow Carrels. Excused 

was Dale Schultz; Outreach Ministry. 
 

Devotions were given by Pastor Carrels. He shared from 

Ezekiel the 28th Chapter and from a book titled: Poems about 

Life and People by Rustad. The church building speaks and 

it matters to people. During these difficult times people want 

to get back together. They want to come to church and 

worship, though the worship may look different the family 

of the church are together. 
 

The minutes of the May 12th Zoom Meeting of the Council 

were approved as emailed. The motion was made by Lynn 

Aniksdal and seconded by Julie Corbin. 

Revonda presented the financials for May. The trend 

continues with the income being down from what was 

budgeted, but the expenses have been down also. We are 

$17,000 under budget in expenses. We are in the black by 

$8900.The report was moved to be accepted by Curt, 

seconded by Lynn and approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report (in the office) highlighted and discussed 

were the worship services online. It was decided that we 

would continue sending out the services online until we 

resume in the sanctuary and then we would discuss again. 

Pastor had four options for service at Gold Hill beginning on 

the 21st of June. The first was to purchase a FM transmitter 

for $139.00 from Amazon. The service would be held in the 

parking lot and with the transmitter everyone could tune the 

service on their radios. Second, we could hold service on the 

lawn area inside the U-shape with guitar and piano. Third, 

we could begin having services in the sanctuary with 

services offered Saturday evening and Sunday morning. 

People would have to state their preferences and stick to that 

service. Curt had put a mock- up of the areas to be used in 

the sanctuary for us to look at after the meeting. Fourth, we 

could hold service in the fellowship hall and the sanctuary to 

lessen the time for cleaning between the services.   

Discussion of the different options were held. Revonda said 

there was money in the budget that could be used for the 

purchase of the transmitter. Julie moved, Chris seconded and 

the motion passed to hold our services through radio in our 

cars in the parking lot and that the transmitter be purchased 

from Amazon.  Curt asked that when the letter went out to 

ask people to come to the parking lot via Placer Street. 

Ushers would be at the Placer St location to pass out the 

bulletin, the communion cups (which we graciously donated 

anonymously) and wafers. Pastor will write a letter to inform 

every one of our decision to have our “drive-in” church 

services. Men’s Bible Study would begin on Thursday 

morning and hopefully they would connect with Gloria Dei’s 

Men’s Bible Study when they resume. 
 

President’s Report: Mike filled us in on his medical issues 

and is hoping to have his neck fusion procedure soon. He 

along with several other Lutheran Veterans are working on a 

new program in Butte to mentor Veterans in lieu of them 

going to jail for minor crimes. The program has proven to be 

70% effective across the United States. He mentioned that 

perhaps some of these Veterans may attend church. 
 

Administration Director’s Report: Curt had sent everyone 

a Parsonage Policy from the Synod. Pastor Carrels had also 

sent us one that he had written. Lynn was asked to review 

the policies with her committee – aka Petes’ Posse – and 

write a proposal for the policy to be used at Gold Hill. Curt 

discussed the need for a janitor. He will get with Revonda 

regarding the amount of money we would have for this and 

the hours they would propose for him/her to work. The 

application for the PPP has been dropped. Curt asked Chris  
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to find a Pastor to fill in for Pastor Carrels on July 19th. Mike 

offered his services if she wanted him (if he wasn’t having 

his surgery). 
 

Leadership Committee: Lynn and Curt reported that the 

insurance money we received was to patch the roof only – 

not toward the replacement of the entire roof. Lynn had 

received two bids. Curt moved we would have the roof 

patched by Brad Conway for the estimated $32000. Julie 

seconded and the motion passed. We know this should give 

us three to five years and in that time we can raise the money 

for a complete roof replacement. All things on Pastor Trina’s 

list were completed before Pastor Carrels arrived. The 

sprinklers have been turned on and all plantings have been 

done thanks to the Leaches, Shelly Anderson, Carol 

Morrison and Linda Moore. The Aniksdals and the Leaches 

are taking turns mowing the lawn. Lynn recommended 

removing the dumpsters and for $26.00 per month having 

two of the large garbage cans. They will need to be put out 

on the curb once a week for pick up. Everyone agreed to the 

suggestion and Lynn will take care of all the arrangements. 

We discussed the empty lot. Mike would like to put up a 

fence along the lot. Curt said he would like to sell the lot. 

Julie asked about Dale’s idea regarding the Furniture Bank 

Warehouse. Curt said Dale has gotten some negative feed 

back regarding the idea, but that we do need to finish the 

discussion.  Pastor brought up the fact that when we look at 

all of these things we need to decide what is the church’s 

mission. Discussion will continue at a further meeting. Curt 

would like us to hold discussions on “Where do we want to 

be in five years, in ten years…?  The problem of abandoned 

cars and the trailer parked permanently are being addressed. 

Ed Randall, the Community Enrichment Officer, is the 

person we need to contact. Lynn has called and Mike said he 

will go to Ed’s office and visit with him.  
 

Worship Ministry: Chris reported that she would like to 

have a meeting of her committee.  They will select a place to 

hold the meeting. She asked if new metal letters could be 

purchased for the sign board in front of the church. The cost 

is $109.98. Julie moved, Lynn seconded and the motion 

carried to let the worship committee purchase the letters. 

Chris was asked to get ahold of the ushers for the first 

service on the 21st of June. She should also visit with Dave 

Coleman regarding the playing of music. 
 

Spiritual Growth Ministry: Julie reported that all the 

FLBC day camps have been canceled. Pastor added that the 

camp is opening with reduced number of campers. 
 

New Business: Gloria Dei and Gold Hill are working on 

ways to communicate events at both places so members 

could participate at either church’s activities. Curt suggested 

that the calendars be sent to each church and printed in their 

newsletters. Julie added that an explanation of why the 

calendar from the Gloria Dei is in our Nugget issue would be 

helpful. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Following the meeting Chris emailed and asked to be 

permitted to by plastic letters for the sign board because the 

metal ones would not fit. The council members agreed via 

email. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 

Peggy Graving, Secretary 

________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                  

                  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gold Hill Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

934 Placer Street, Butte, MT  59701 

(406) 723-4242 

 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

United to Serve 
 

 

Worship Schedule: 
 

9:30 am Outdoors in the  

North Parking Lot  

 

 
 

Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church  

934 Placer Street  

Butte, MT 59701  

 

Phone:  

(406) 723 - 4242  
 
 

E- Mail:  

pastorgoldhill@gmail.com  
 

churchoffice@goldhilll utheran.org  

 
Office Hours:   Mon - Fri  9 - 12 & 1 - 4 

 

Pastor Marlow Carrels  

Mike Lawson, Council President  

Parish Admin. Assistant Mary Johnston  
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July 2020  Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church, 934 Placer Street, Butte, MT  59701  (406) 723-4242 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, United to Serve      
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 

 

1 

 

2 
 

6:30 am Bible Study 
   @ Hanging Five 

 

3  

Office closed 

– 
 

 

 

 

 

4 

5  
 

9:30 am Worship 

Outdoors 
 

6 
 

 

7 
 

 

 

5:30 pm Exec. 

Comm. mtng  
 

8 

 
 

 

 

9 
 

6:30 am Bible Study 
   @ Hanging Five 
 

 

10 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

11 

 

12 
 

9:30 am Worship 

Outdoors 
 

13 
 
 

 

 

 

 

14 
 

6:00 pm Council 

mtng 
 

 

15   

 

Nugget Deadline 

 

16   
 

6:30 am Bible Study  
   @ Hanging Five 
 

 

17 
 

 

18 

19 
 

9:30 am Worship 

Outdoors 

20  
 

 

 

21 22 

 

23  
 

6:30 am Bible Study 
    @ Hanging Five 
 
 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

26 
 

9:30 am Worship 

Outdoors 
 

27 

 

28 29 

 

30 
 

6:30 am Bible Study 
    @ Hanging Five 

 

31 

 

 

Activities Calendar 


