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GOLD HILL NEWS
Annual Meeting &
Potluck
The Annual Meeting will be
held on Sunday, January 26,
immediately following the 9:30
AM service. We'll start with our
potluck feast and move on to the
meeting that will include reports, and the election of Council members
and other leaders, as well as discussion on other issues. Your input is
needed so please plan on attending!

Looking Ahead to Sunday Bible
Study
Pastor Trina is offering a weekly Bible Study
on Thursdays at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm. The
focus looks ahead to Sunday's lessons, particularly
the Gospel lesson. No experience necessary and
each week is a stand-alone lesson so come as you are able. Bring your
favorite Bible. There will be coffee and treats.

Adult Education after Worship
Pastor Trina is now offering an adult education
opportunity after worship at 10:45 for seven
Sundays using the book
Reclaiming the "L" Word: Renewing the
Church from Its Lutheran Core by Kelly A.
Fryer. The format of the book is short chapters (10-12 pages) with
discussion questions at the end of each chapter, which will guide our
conversation.
In the introduction, the author states:
... this little book is primarily written for those who call themselves
Lutheran and, specifically, those who are members of ELCA
congregations, and it is intended to help us answer central questions:
Who are we? What DOES it mean to be a Lutheran today, anyway?
And, why does it matter? Inspirational, engaging, and challenging, this
book is a must-read for pastors and congregational leaders!

Calendar:
Stephen Ministry
Supervision
meets at 7:00 pm
Monday, Jan. 13
Women's Gather
Bible Study
meets at 9:30 am
Big Sky Senior
Living Center
Tuesday, Jan. 14
Church Council
meets at 6:00 pm
Tuesday, Jan. 14
Trust Committee
meets at 6:30 pm
Tuesday, Jan. 14
LWR Quilters
meet at 9:30 am
Wednesday, Jan. 15
Gold Hill Choir
meets at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 15
Overeaters Anon.
meets at 6:15 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 15
Al-Anon
meets at 7:30 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 15
Pastor's Bible Study
meets at 10 am & 7 pm
Thursday, Jan. 16
Prayer Shawl
Knitting Ministry
meets at 10:00 am
Big Sky Senior

Lutefisk Available
Mike Lawson has lutefisk to sell in his freezer
- talk to him at (406) 560-3591 if you would
like to pick some up.

Butte Emergency Food Bank
Let's tackle hunger in our community. The Food
Bank item for January is pasta (like spaghetti, or
no o dle s ). Please drop your donations off before
January 31 and leave them in the Fellowship Hall, one of
the baskets at each sanctuary door, or in the church
office. Thank you for your generosity!

Living Center
Thursday, Jan. 16
Copper Cloggers
meet 1 - 4 pm
Thursday, Jan. 16
55+ Lunch Group
meets at 12 Noon
Perkin's Restaurant
Friday, Jan. 17
Overeaters Anon.
meet at 5:00 pm
Friday, Jan. 17

Worship Service:

Words from the Bishop:
Following Jesus
What does it mean to follow Jesus?
Not what did it mean, but what does
it mean right now, in this time and
place? That is the question that we in
the Montana Synod will be exploring
more deeply over the next months
and years as we discern how to be
the body of Christ in these changing times.
Essentially, following Jesus is about being in life-centered relationship
with God in Christ through the power of the Spirit. This is a relationship
that starts not with anything we do but with Jesus saying simply, "Come
and See; Follow Me." And when we take that first step of trust, of faith,
we see in Christ a new way of life that is radically different than the world
around us lives or preaches. This is a life that has all of its being, seeking,
and doing, all of its thinking, feeling, and acting centered in God's love
"for you" in Christ. In inviting us to "Come and See, Follow Me," Jesus
calls us to follow him right into a life-newing relationship with God.
And this new life in relationship with the God who is love has
consequences for how we live in this world. Following Jesus isn't merely
about getting into heaven someday or showing up in church occasionally.
For the Kingdom has come near, now and today, and that matters for
how Jesus calls us to live in relationship with God and with our
neighbor...all of our neighbors including creation itself. As Jesus declares:
"The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength...You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is
no other commandment greater than these." (Mark 12:30-31)
Following Jesus is about living out these relationships of love with all our
heart, spirit, mind, and body. And we do so not from our own power,
which is limited and tainted by sin, but through the power of the Spirit
who enters and forgives us when we have the courage to let go and let
God. When we can do that, the new life-changing love of God becomes
our center and we can follow Jesus with a faith-filled vitality that seeks to
live God's Kingdom into the world around us.

at 9:30 am
Coffee Hour:
at 10:45 am
Sunday School:
at 10:45 am
Adult Education:
at 10:45 am
Sunday, January 19

Bible Study Opportunities:
Group Study every
Thursday at 6:30 am @
Perkins Restaurant
Women's Gather
Bible Study meets
the second Tuesday of the
month at 9:30 am at
Big Sky Senior Living
Center on Waterford Way,
in the Library

LINKS:
Click here to visit our
growing website
Click here to visit our
FB page and "like" us
Click here to support
the Butte Furniture
Bank
Click here to visit our
Church Library Page

CHURCH COUNCIL

And what does this following look like for us in our particular context
and lives, you may ask? Well, that is what we're going to explore
together in various ways. And one significant way we will discern what it
means to follow Jesus today is to start seeing it happen right in front of
our eyes.
Beginning next week, the Synod News will be offering a new regular
series entitled "Spotlight on the Synod." In this series, we will tell a story
about ministry taking place somewhere in the synod that makes
"Following Jesus" visible to us. Jenny Kunka, our NRIT director, will be
gathering and writing these stories of how the Spirit is working through
you in your communities to love, welcome, and serve God and neighbor.
These stories will be offered once a month in place of my article so that
you can see some of the exciting and creative ways enthusiastic ELCA
Lutherans around the Montana Synod are following Christ in their neck
of the woods.
So, as we travel the synod, I invite you to tell us about the inspiring,
distinctive, and vital ways your congregation or ministry is "Following
Jesus" so that we can shine a spotlight on it for the rest of the Synod to
see.
Your fellow follower of Jesus,
Bishop Laurie Jungling
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Gold Hill Lutheran Church Welcomes You!
Are you looking for a place to connect with a faithful community, grow in faith, and put your talents to
work in serving others? Look no further, we welcome you at Gold Hill Lutheran Church! To learn more
about the mission and ministry of Gold Hill Lutheran Church, please contact us at 406-723-4242.

