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Welcome to Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church,
and a special welcome to our guests and those returning after a time away.
We’re gathered as a Christian community to worship the Lord!
Thank you for worshipping with us this morning!
Please let us know if there are other ways we can be of service.

Our Congregation’s Mission Statement:
EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, UNITED TO SERVE
The Guiding Principles of God’s People at Gold Hill Lutheran
Principle 1: Jesus Christ is our Lord & Savior
Principle 2: The Holy Spirit & worship strengthen us
Principle 3: We are a welcoming & inviting community in Christ
Principle 4: We share the Word with confidence and courage
Principle 5: Our faith leads us to serve joyfully
Principle 6: We are generous with our gifts

www.Facebook.com/GoldHillLutheranChurch.ELCA.ButteMT
Check out our GROWING website at www.GoldHillLutheran.org
Pastor Marlow Carrels – PastorGoldHill@gmail.com
Mary Johnston – ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org
934 Placer Street – Butte, MT 59701 – 406-723-4242
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Chris Ketchum
Dave Coleman
Chris Ketchum

________________________________________________________
**“Mike Lawson, a Lay Pastoral Associate, has been authorized by the
Bishop of the Montana Synod to provide pastoral services in this
congregation this Sunday.”

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2020
Bolded texts are said in unison.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Invocation
We gather in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Confession and Forgiveness
God of all mercy and consolation,
come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life. Amen
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Announcements

Entrance Hymn

Faith of Our Fathers ELW 812

1 Faith of our fathers, living still,
in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.
Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
whene’er we hear that glorious word.
[Refrain]
Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
we will be true to thee till death.
2 The martyrs, chained in prisons dark,
were still in heart and conscience free;
and blest would be their children’s fate
if they, like them, should die for thee.
[Refrain]
Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
we will be true to thee till death.
3 Faith of our fathers! We will love
both friend and foe in all our strife;
proclaim thee, too, as love knows how,
by saving word and faithful life.
[Refrain]
Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
we will be true to thee till death.
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814–1863, alt.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
O God,
with all your faithful followers of every age,
we praise you, the rock of our life.
Be our strong foundation
and form us into the body of your Son,
that we may gladly minister to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Blessing of Lectors
Let us pray.
Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from you. Bless those who will read to us the scriptures.
Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
First Reading:
1

Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3
For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4
Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out

and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm:

Psalm 138

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have
glorified your name and your word above all things.
When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.
You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.
Second Reading:
1

Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is

good and acceptable and perfect.
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body
we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Gospel:

Matthew 16:13-20

As the gospel is announced:

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.
As the gospel is concluded:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Mike Lawson, LPA

Hymn of the Day My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. *
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
_________________________________________________________
*Or, He descended to the dead.

The Prayers
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation,
let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.
Each portion of the prayer concludes:

Your mercy is great.
Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer
God of goodness and growth,
all creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Although our road has been stony going,
you have given us the power to stand firm in the face of wickedness
and to rejoice in triumph over death and the grave. And so, with the multitude
from east and west, from north and south, with angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven, we lift our voices in the unending hymn:
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and
given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts to establish in us a
living faith and prepare us joyfully to receive our Redeemer who comes to us in
his body and blood.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Distribution of Communion
Prayer
Let us pray.
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts
so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen
Silence for reflection.

Sending
Benediction
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen

Sending Hymn Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW 779

1

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

2

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4

The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

5

When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

