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The Nugget 

Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church           We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation and 
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From the Pastorôs Study ï Farewell  

 

                                              

                              EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
                                            UNITED TO SERVE        

                                   August 2019 

[Continued on Page 3] 

 

ñWe lift our eyes into the mountains ï from where will our help come? Our help comes from the Lord, who created 

everything, who will not let you fall down, who will never sleep or slumber while guarding you. This God is your keeper, 

your protector, and your guide. This God will shade you from the fear, despair, evil or anxiety that may strike you from 

outside or within. This God keeps this congregationôs life, and guards this churchôs going out and coming in from this 

time on and forevermore.ò Psalm 121 (paraphrase) 
 

 Imagine a congregation that lived out the joyful faith in God described in this Psalm. What would strangers looking in 

from the outside see? I think theyôd see people singing and shouting to God at the top of their lungs. Theyôd see people 

lining up to serve their neighbors using their many gifts and abilities without needing to be asked. Theyôd see people 

speaking about their faith in God during every conversation they had. They’d see an attitude of faith, hope and love 

pouring out of every pore of the congregation. Theyôd see a welcome that they and their friends would surely want to 

join. Theyôd see a never-dying persistence, a relentless seeking of God, an endless listening for Godôs call, and a constant 

cry for God to help, guide and lead the congregation to wherever God wanted it to go. Basically, theyôd see the power of 

the Holy Spirit. What these strangers wouldnôt see is apathy, cynicism, weariness, or criticism of others. 

 There once was a woman who visited a Lutheran church on a Sunday morning and proclaimed her excitement for the 

gospel in ways that upset many of the members. She waved his arms during the hymns; she prayed the prayers at the top 

of her lungs; she shouted out ñAmens, Alleluiaôs and Preach it, Sisterôsò during the sermon. The people stared at her as if 

she was crazy until finally the ushers came down the aisle to where she was sitting. ñWeôre going to have to ask you to 

leave,ò they whispered in her ear. ñBut why?ò the woman asked. ñWell, youôre not supposed do that,ò they said softly. 

ñBut I got the Spirit!ò the woman shouted with excitement. The ushers stared at her until finally one whispered loudly, 

ñWell, you didnôt get it here!ò 

 According to Martin Luther, the Holy Spirit’s job is to fill us with faith, inspire us in love, enlighten us with 

understanding, energize us with excitement, empower us with gifts, and gather us together to serve our 

congregation, community, and world. Nobodyôs too old to hear the Spiritôs call into the gospel. Nobodyôs too tired for 

the Spirit to enlighten them. Nobodyôs too busy for the Spirit to keep them in their faith in Jesus Christ. Nobodyôs too 

apathetic to be in-spirited by the Holy Spirit and called to serve beyond themselves. The Holy Spirit can fill anyone with 

Godôs hope, joy and love when we open the doors to our hearts and welcome her in.  

 I believe you have the Holy Spirit here at Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church. I believe that there is an 

enthusiasm and passion for Christ here, and a deep desire for faith-talk, faith-walk and faith-formation. Iôve seen it in the 

actions, words, love and authentic faith that is shared by people in this congregation. The people of Gold Hill have so 

many gifts to share and so many opportunities to be a thriving part of the body of Christ, not only in Butte but in the 

wider Church. I hope in some small way, with God's help and guidance, my time of service has planted seeds that will 

continue to empower Gold Hill Lutheran in fulfilling God's call in the days, months and years to come. 

 I write this, my final newsletter article, with bittersweet feelings. While I’m excited to serve Christ and the 

Montana Synod in new ways as the bishop, I am sad to leave the faith-filled and Spirit-empowered people of 

Christ here at Gold Hill Lutheran. I will miss this congregation deeply. As interim pastors, we say that weôre not going 

to get attached but in the end we do. And I have. I do indeed, as Paul states to the Ephesians, give thanks to God for you 

every day! Thank you for all of your support, respect, kindness and love over the past year! Thank you for being willing 

to engage the hard work of transition! Thank you for your passion for Godôs mission in the world! You have been a 

blessing from God to me in so many ways. Please know that I will continue to pray for you and follow your 

congregationôs life as you move forward in your journey with Christ. May Godôs Spirit continue to bless and keep you, 

nurture and care for you, inspire and excite you, strengthen you in all things, and guide you ever forward in faith, hope 

and love. In Christôs Love always, Pastor Laurie     
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Prayer Concerns 
Please call the Church Office (723-4242)  

or email us: 

(ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org) with 

your prayer requests. Only prayers given to the 

entire congregation will be included here.      
 

 

Frank & Sharon Howard – prayers of comfort 

following the death of their grandson, Chance, on July 

13 in Butte 

Marie Fischer (by Patti Chain) ï prayers for health & 

healing 

Marlita Eva Angel Brandenburg (Nicholas Conlanôs 

mom) ï prayers for health & healing and comfort for 

her family, especially Nicholas 

Ian Quist (Curt & Jeanette Quistôs son) ï prayers for 

health & healing following surgery 

Bridget O’Neill (family member of Danette & Dick 

Fitzpatrick) ï prayers for health & healing following 

back surgery 

Ed Engle – prayers for health & healing following 

surgery  

Pat & Ron Gruss & family – prayers of comfort 

following the death of Patôs mom in Polson 

Heatherlynn Meeks – prayers for health & healing  

Family of Warren Beckman (Ruschelle Tyvandôs 

uncle) – prayers of comfort following his death  

Family of Howard Lawson – following his memorial 

service on July 5th 

The Fort Belknap Reservation – under declaration of 

disaster for high suicide rates 

Kimberly Peterson – ordained on July 13 in Georgia; 

called to serve Trinity Lutheran in Choteau 

Pastor Barb Gwynn – following surgery for a broken 

kneecap 

Pastor Kathleen Larson Aasheim – whose mother had 

a serious stroke 

Pastor Stan Hoobing – prayers requested 

Retired Pastor Walt Kirkegaard – prayers requested 

Retired Pastor Ken Gjerde & his wife, Pat – as they 

battle with illness 

Pastor Grant Barnett Christenson & family – as they 

mourn the death of his father, Robert Christenson 

Eric Rydbom, LPA (spouse of Pastor Audrey 

Rydbom) – on the death of his mother, Irene Rydbom 

Sarah Schilcher, (called to serve Gloria Dei in Butte) – 

on her ordination, June 22 at Grace Lutheran Church 

in Ripon WI 

 

August Birthdays/Anniversaries:  
 

Cory Beck ï in celebration of his birthday on 

August 1 

Danette Fitzpatrick – in celebration of her 

birthday on August 2 

Annette Lawson – in celebration of her birthday on 

August 9 

Terry Munyon ï in celebration of his birthday on 

August 9 

Peggy Probasco ï in celebration of her birthday on 

August 13 

Eleanor Fetters – in celebration of her 100th birthday 

on August 16 

Kathy Hurlbert – in celebration of her birthday on 

August 16 

Peggy Probasco ï in celebration of her baptismal 

birthday on August 17 

Drew Marilyn Carr – in celebration of her baptismal 

birthday on August 18 

Jack Corbin – in celebration of his birthday on August 

18 

Harold Johns ï in celebration of his birthday on August 

19 

Ed Engle – in celebration of his birthday on August 20 

Peggy Graving ï in celebration of her birthday on 

August 22 

Jeanette Nielsen – in celebration of her birthday on 

August 25 

Carol Leach - in celebration of her baptismal birthday 

on August 25 

Bruce Grimes ï in celebration of his 91st birthday on 

August 28 

Dorleen Probasco – in celebration of her 97th birthday 

on August 29 

Kelly Bond – in celebration of her birthday on August 

29 

Carol Morrison – in celebration of her birthday on 

August 29 

Deborah Brown – in celebration of her birthday on 

August 30 

Dave Coleman – in celebration of his birthday on 

August 30 
 

Larroll & Carol Leach – in celebration 

of their 52nd wedding anniversary on 

August 19 

Bruce & Peggy Graving – in celebration 

of their 47th wedding anniversary on August 26 

Dale & Dorothy Schultz – in celebration their 39th 

wedding anniversary on August 31 
 

mailto:ChurchOffice@GoldHillLutheran.org
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Memorials & Honorariums 
 

 

In Memory of Howard Lawson from: 

 Dick & Danette Fitzpatrick 

 Doug & Ann Drew 

 Bob & Peggy Drain 

 Marshal & Kim Mickelson 

 Paul & Kay Vang 

 Don & Phyllis Steinbach 

 Ginger DeWitt 

 Barbara Squeri 

 Deb Youngblood, gift to funeral lunches 

 

In Memory of Judy Jacobson from: 

 Donald & Phyllis Steinbach 

 Doug & Ann Drew 

 Marshal & Kim Mickelson 

 Mary A. OôDell 

 Kurt Jacobson & Susan Schettle 

 

In Memory of Grace Davis from: 

 Dick & Danette Fitzpatrick 

 Marshal & Kim Mickelson 

 Bob & Linda Kathman 

 The Davis Family, gift to funeral lunches 

 

In Memory of Hank Patacini from: 

 Chris Ketchum 

  
 

========================================= 
 

55+ Lunch Group News 
 
 

 Our 55+ Lunch Group will be 

meeting this month for lunch at 

Perkinôs Restaurant on August 9th at 

Noon.  

 For rides, reservations, and more information please 

talk Jeanette Nielsen (490-7817).  Thank you and we 

hope to see you there! 
 

 ========================================= 

 
 
 

 

We Deliver - Sack Lunch Ministry  
 

 

Volunteers for July were:  Jerry & Judy 

Aaker, Lynn Aniksdal, Dick Fitzpatrick, 

Bill Hill, Jeanette Nielsen, Curt & 

Jeanette Quist, and Dorothy Schultz. 

Thank you! 

Food supplies & donations for food provided by: 

Jerry & Judy Aaker, Lynn Aniksdal, Danette Fitzpatrick, 

Bill Hill, Annette Lawson, Kim Mickelson, and 

Ruschelle Tyvand. A special thank you for all cash 

donations received. This ministry is solely supported by 

our congregation. 

 We will meet this month on August 19th in the Hall 

to put these lunches together.  If you have any questions 

please feel free to call Kim Mickelson, at 494-1206.   

+++++++++++++++++++  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 2019: 
 

Mike Lawson - 

President 
 

Curt Quist - 

Administration Director 
 

Revonda Stordahl - 

Treasurer 
 

Peggy Graving - 

Secretary 
 

Julie Corbin - 

Spiritual Growth 

Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Chris Ketchum - 

Worship Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Lynn Aniksdal - 

Leadership Ministry, Team Leader 
 

Jerry Aaker - resigned 

 Seeking new team leader 

Outreach Ministry, Team Leader 
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Food Bank Items of the Month   
 

 For the month of August we will 

collect pasta, noodles, and 

macaroni. You can leave your 

donation(s) in the Fellowship Hall, one 

of the baskets at each sanctuary door, or in the church office. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
_________________________________________________________ 

Bible Study Group  
 

 We meet on the second Tuesday 

of every month at 9:30 AM at Big 

Sky Senior Living Center on 

Waterford Way, in the library. 

 For Summer 2019 we are doing a study on the book 

of Esther: ñLessons from Estherò, brought to us by Kay 

Ward, a retired bishop of the Moravian Church.  Please 

join us for Session Three: For such a time as this: 

Remembering Esther: Using our voices on August 

13th. 

________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

 

By Revonda Stordahl 
 

Financial Summary 
 

 
 

 

June 2019 Actual Budget 
Over/under 

budget 

Income $19,498.26 $16,621.66 $2,876.80 

Expenses $17,279.13 $15,499.96 $1,779.17 

Net Income $2,219.13 $1,121.70 $1,097.43 

    

Year-to-

Date Actual  Budget 
Over/under 

budget 

Income $98,744.81 $99,729.96 -$985.05 

Expenses $86,806.03 $94,099.76 -$7,293.73 

Net Income $11,938.78 $5,630.20 $6,308.58 
 

 

If anyone has any questions about the budget, please 

contact me at 490-8043 or by e-mail, 

revondafs@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

Gold Hill Prayer Shawl Knitting Ministry  
  

 
 

August is here and itôs time to 

ótend to our knittingô!  

The Prayer Shawl Knitters will 

be meeting at Gold Hill on 

August15th at 10:00 am to sort 

through yarn, etc.  

Also 3 shawls were gifted on 

Sunday, July 14th after worship. Our shawls often go 

out in multiples and right now there are only eleven 

left! Please bring some shawls in if you have some 

ready or have the time to finish a shawl or two. 

We welcome all who would like to join our group, 

even if it is only for coffee and conversation! If you 

have any questions, please call the church office at 723-

4242. 

Thank you! 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Adult Faith Formation  
  

No Adult Faith Formation unless 

specifically announced.  

_________________________________________________ 
 

Thank You Gold Hill   
  

Dear Gold Hill Members, 
 

 We are so grateful for your 

generous gift of $234.37. It will 

assist us in purchasing food items 

that are needed for summer.  

 Sometimes we have more people to help in July and 

August than we do in winter. 

 Thank you for your kindness to those in need. 
 

Kathy Griffin ï Director 

Butte Emergency Food Bank 

1019 East Second Street 

Butte, MT  59701 

(406) 782-6230 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:revondafs@gmail.com
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Spotlight on:  
 

Spiritual 
Ministry Team: 
Faith Formation  

 
By Julie Corbin  

 
 

 
 

 Vacation Bible School was held June 24th thru 

27th this year as a joint effort with Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Church.  It was so exciting to have the 

Flathead Bible Camp counselors back to run things and 

engage the kids! 

 We had four counselors in town for the event: 

Damian, Cory, Emma, and Karrie.  Many thanks to 

Dorothy Anne Honeychurch and Ginger DeWitt for 

housing them.  On a side note, I heard they were back 

in town to experience the Folk Festival!  Go Butte! 

 My undying thanks goes to Pat Gruss for co-chairing 

VBS with me this year.  She is not only a wealth of 

knowledge on this but was also the preschool teacher. 

Pat is a rock star and I canôt thank her enough for all the 

help and encouragement. 

 An outpouring of thanks also goes to the amazing 

staff in the kitchen and the volunteers who brought 

food.  The kids were fed a snack every day and the 

counselors and staff were treated to a delicious lunch 

every day.  These volunteers include: Jeanette Nielsen, 

Donna Weiss, Colleen Tamblyn, Brieson and Lindsay 

Campbell, Peggy Drain, Danette Fitzpatrick, Peggy 

Probasco, Patti Chain, Lynn Aniksdal, Eli Corbin, and 

Betty McDaniel. 

 A very special thank you to Brieson Campbell and 

Ruschelle Tyvand for helping with the kids.  You are 

both such a blessing to our church. 

 We also thank Bob and Midge Bentley of Gloria Dei 

for an evening for counselors and staff hosted by them 

to share our experiences with Flathead Lutheran Bible 

Camp. 

 On a personal note, as we are always looking at 

the quantity of people attending to measure our 

success, there were 18 kids, about 6 times the 

number of children that have attended any other kid 

centered program at Gold Hill in the past year. 

 While this by no means breaks any records, it is a 

start.  As I am reminded by those in this position before 

me, ñGod said, ñFeed my sheep, do not count them.ò 

 At least one child attending was from the 

neighborhood and not a member of either church. 

 Another one came with a friend. And the most 

amazing work of the Holy Spirit that I can see, is my 

own son excited to go and be a camper at FLBC next 

year! 

 I highly recommend that our budget next year allows 

for support of FLBC and that we can once again use 

their counselors for our VBS. 

 The Faith Formation/Spiritual Ministry Team is 

looking for volunteers for the fall.  The first meeting 

will be following church on Sunday, August 11th if 

anyone wants to join! If you are interested, please 

contact me at 406-490-2814 or send an email 

to juliecorbin5@gmail.com.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Building & Property   
 

 

By Lynn Aniksdal  
 

 

 Update on property work: 

the tree stumps are gone, fill dirt 

has been brought in & grass has 

been planted, and the gutters cleaned.  

 We are working on the parsonage lawn. If you are 

interested in doing any yard work 

or helping out it would be greatly 

appreciated!  

 There is a sign-up sheet in the 

Fellowship Hall if you feel called 

to help with this ministry.  

 We are waiting for estimates on window wells & 

there will be work to do on the parsonage soon.  

 Please contact me, Lynn Aniksdal, if you have any 

questions. Thank you! 

 

 
 

Gold Hill ELC Directions  Gold Hill ELC Directions  

mailto:juliecorbin5@gmail.com
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Outreach Ministry Plans for God's Work 
Our Hands Sunday, Sept 8, 2019 

 

By Jerry Aaker 
 

God’s work Our hands Sunday is September 8, 2019. 

This day is an opportunity to celebrate that we as Gold Hill 

Evangelical Lutheran Church are freed to serve and love our 

neighbor in the name of Christ.  On GWOH’s Sunday, the 

main activity again this year will be the neighborhood 

cook out.  Please participate in this meal after worship 

services and warmly greet any and all neighbors who come 

to join us. 
 

In her parting words to the congregation Pastor (soon to be 

Bishop) Laurie made a strong pitch for us to become more 

involved with our immediate neighborhood and practice 

sharing our faith stories. Recent surveys by the transition 

team emphasize the need and desire to grow membership, 

serve our neighbors, sharing with others what is happening 

at Gold Hill.  Letôs take this Sunday as such an opportunity! 
 

We are looking for people to help with food and service 

activities (see below): 
 

Food:   Members are asked to bring salads, bean pots, chips, 

desserts, etc. 
 

Volunteers:  Please let me know if you are willing to take 

on any of these tasks: 
 

1. BBQ cooks and providers of grills   

2. Meat purchase ï 80 Hamburger patties and 60 

Frankfurters/ brats 

3. Purchase of other food items ï Buns, 100 Cheese 

slices, Condiments, (catchup, mustard, pickles) and 

Lemonade  

4. Food and Coffee setup 

5. Cleanup/Wash-up 

6. Pick up litter in the neighborhood.  Volunteer (s) to 

organize and have bags available for litter pickup.  
 

Service Projects:  

¶ Invitations to neighbors for a cook out and to get to 

know our neighbors.  

¶ Any members who wish to propose and organize 

another service activity please step up and take it on. 

(see some ideas below) 
 

Some ideas for additional service activities: 

1. Contact the newly established Rescue Mission 

Shelter and inquire as to what personal care 

items and other things are needed and 

appreciated.  Several weeks before GWOH, we can 

start collecting items from this wish list.  On GWOH 

Sunday (or shortly after) several members of the 

congregation make a visit and deliver these to the 

shelter.   

2. Set up a table with letter writing materials and 

invite people to write a letter or note of thanks to 

firemen, police, search and rescue, etc. for their 

service. Need addresses. 

3. Letter writing materials and information from Bread 

for the World (Christian citizen Advocacy 

organization), with instructions on writing to 

elected officials to support public policy aimed to 

reduce hunger at home and abroad. 

If you have other service activities that we might do on that 

Sunday, please pass on your ideas to any council member. 

Schedule:  Worship at 9:30am, welcome neighbors and 

cookout: 11:00 am. 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Stewardship: A Duty and Delight 
 

By Mark Allan Powell 
 
 

 A Pentecostal pastor told me this story about giving.  
 

 ñWhen I was eight years old, I lived in a small town 

and one day my mother sent me to the florist to buy 

flowers for the family table. I 

remember being embarrassed as I 

walked home with the flowers, 

worried that my friends might see me 

and make fun of me for carrying 

flowers. But I did it, because I was an 

obedient son ï it was my duty. 

 ñTen years later, I was in love with a young woman who 
lived in that town. I went to the same florist, bought her 

flowers and walked some of the same streets toward her 

house. But now I wasnôt thinking about what anyone might 

think if they saw me. I was only thinking of two things: 

how happy she would be to get flowers, and how fortunate 

I was to be the one bringing them to her. 

 ñThat is the difference between doing something out of 

duty ï and doing it out of delight.ò 

I think about this story every time the offering plates come 

around in church. Itôs my duty to give money to support my 

congregation ï and sometimes I do that just because itôs the 

right thing to do. But other times, Iôm eager to give my 

offering; how pleased God is to receive whatever we offer, 

and how fortunate we are to be people who know God and 

love God and who can give to God out of sheer delight. 
 

[Mark Allan Powell is professor of New Testament at 

Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio] 
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Gold Hill Lutheran  

Church Council  

Minutes – July 16, 2019 
 

 The meeting of the council was 

called at 6:02 p.m. Present were Mike Lawson, President; 

Curt Quist, Administrative Executive; Peggy Graving, 

Secretary; Julie Corbin, Spiritual Ministry; Chris Ketchum, 

Worship Ministry, Lynn Aniksdal, Leadership Ministry; 

Pastor Laurie Jungling. Revonda Stordahl, Treasurer, arrived 

after roll. 

 Pastor led us in devotions: Ephesians 1:17-18. Our God, 

Father of Glory, gives us a spirit of wisdom and revelation for 

our congregation, so that with the eyes of our hearts we are 

enlightened. We will know hope for the future with Godôs 

guidance. Pray over and over for ourselves and for our 

congregation. 

 The minutes of June 11, 2019 were approved as emailed 

by a motion from Lynn Aniksdal and seconded by Julie 

Corbin.  

 A final report of the Transition Team was presented by 

Dale Schultz. Vern Nielson, member of the Transition Team, 

was also present. Dale reported that the final survey was 

completed by 65 members. Thirty-Nine of the members who 

completed the form had been members for 20 plus years, 9 

have been members 10 plus years. The report shows that we, 

as members of Gold Hill, are hesitant on asking others to come 

to our church. Those who filled out the form feel we do 

outreach, but need to do more outreach in our neighborhood. 

Those who completed the form feel they need a new Pastor 

that can do everything asked on the form. Most are happy with 

the 9:30 service time, but we could look at meeting on other 

days.  We need to be more specific in our needs. This 

complete report is in the hands of the transition team 

committee members, the council, and two copies are in the 

office. They are available for anyone who would like to read 

the report. This report will be given to the Call Committee and 

is the beginning ñleg workò for calling a new Pastor. We were 

encouraged to make aware to the Call Committee programs 

and ideas we, as council members, would like to try or are 

going to complete this next year. It is valuable information for 

them to be able to pass along to the candidates when they are 

being interviewed. Pastor reminded us that the Pastoral 

candidates are interviewing us as much as we are interviewing 

them. Mike thanked the Transition Team for all their hours of 

devoted work for the congregation. 

 Treasurer’s Report: Revonda summed up the report that 

she emailed earlier. We are in the green by $12,000. 

Discussion was held regarding the fact that the building 

maintenance funds are dwindling, and the committee needs to 

be aware of the funds that remain. Portico has been informed 

of Pastor Laurieôs departure from Gold Hill. The funds for 

YAGM have been mailed. Peggy moved and Julie seconded 

that the treasurerôs report be accepted as printed. The motion 

carried. 

 Pastor Laurie’s Report: Pastor Laurie presented her final 

report in draft form. Attached is the final report from Pastor 

Laurie. In addition to her report Pastor discussed that Ruthe 

and Holly were expected to report on their time at FLBC as 

part of their acceptance of financial help to attend camp. Julie 

will connect with them and select a Sunday for them to give a 

brief ministry minute before the church service. Chance 

Howard, the grandson of one of our neighbors, died on 

Saturday. Chance had attended activities at our church when 

he was a child. They will have cars in our lot while family and 

friends are visiting. We will send a sympathy card and offer 

prayers for the family. There is a need for a Building Policy. 

A member is asking to use the fellowship hall on July 27th for 

a party. It has been phrased it could be a surprise wedding. 

This is not appropriate and cannot be approved. Curt will visit 

with the person who is requesting to use the building. We are 

aware that this teen has a key to the church and we need to ask 

for the key to be returned to the office. 

Reports of the Council Members: 

 Mike Lawson: Mike passed out the current membership 

list. He has asked each of us to go over the list and make 

notations by those who are no longer members. A committee 

of Jeanette Nielsen, Lynn Aniksdal and Mike will review the 

lists and mail a letter to those we are unsure about to find out 

their desire for membership at Gold Hill. Mike will convene 

the Call Committee on the 25th of July. Jason A. from the 

Bishopôs Office will attend to give the guidelines and 

procedures for the calling of a new Pastor.  

 Curt Quist: Curt contacted the insurance company and the 

increase is within the guidelines of the policy that we have. 

The cost will be $955 per quarter this year. We have asked 

them to inform us of any increase before the November 

meeting so that we can budget for the increases. He is working 

on a wedding policy. We will work on the policy but will not 

finalize it until we have a new Pastor and he/she agrees to the 

policy. 

 Lynn Aniksdal: Please see attached report. Marshal 

Mickelson has agreed to help write a rental agreement for the 

parsonage. Curt will help with this. Bob Bentley has given a 

bid for the repair on the window wells for the basement. The 

bid includes excavation, removal of rotten frames, new 

framing, and the addition of new galvanized window wells. 

The bid is $7,326.00. Curt will contact the insurance company 

and we will begin as directed by them. Jim, Lynnôs son-in-

law, replaced the door in the basement. A new handle needs 

to be purchased and attached. 

 Chris Ketchum: Chris read a proposal from the Worship 

Committee to not hire an interim. They estimated that we 

would be without a Pastor for approximately 17 weeks. They 

had a list of individuals they thought they could ask to preach.  

The motion was made by Curt not to hire an interim, Chris 

seconded and discussion followed. Pastor Laurie stated the 

reasons she felt an interim was valuable. Each of the council 

members stated their thoughts. The motion was defeated. 

Revonda moved that we ask for a part time interim. The 
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motion was seconded by Lynn and this motion passed. Mike 

will contact Jason, at the Bishopôs office, and request an 

interim Pastor. 

 An interview with Dave Coleman will be held by Mike, 

Curt, and Chris. Salary was discussed and Revonda will 

provide past salaries with qualifications to the committee. If 

we have any questions we would like the committee to include 

when interviewing Dave please let Chris know. 

 Julie Corbin: There were 18 children at VBS. The 

counselors made everything so much fun. Their enthusiasm 

for camp has excited at least one child Julie knows and knows 

he definitely will be attending camp next year. Facebook is up 

and running. She has added the prayer vigil and the potluck 

set for Sunday. Julie has received different materials online 

for Sunday School with new, fun topics to use to reach our 

children. She is very excited about trying these materials. She 

is planning to begin Theology on Tap in the fall. She has not 

thought of any ideas for the teenagers yet and is working on 

the adult formation classes.  
 

New Business: 

 Peggy reported that Jerry Aaker is willing to return to the 

council for the remainder of the year as Outreach Minister. He 

is worried about getting the GWOH Sunday organized. 

Volunteers are needed. Dale Schultz wants to help with 

distribution of pamphlets in the neighborhood. He will talk 

with Jerry. Peggy moved and Curt seconded the appointment 

of Jerry as Outreach Minister. The motion carried.  

 Mike will contact Jason about having the interim Pastor 

possibly two days a week. We are willing to negotiate days, 

times, and salary. We discussed we would need the interim for 

Sunday services and for Pastoral care.  

 Lynn moved to adjourn the meeting. Julie seconded and 

the motion carried. We closed the meeting with the Lordôs 

Prayer. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

July 2019 Pastor’s Final Report 
 

 
 

Pastor Laurie Jungling Ą Concluding Council Report 
 

Devotions: Discerning the light of Godôs wisdom and 

revelation 
 

Ephesians 1:17 & 18 ñI pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom 

and revelation as you come to know Jesus Christ, so that, 

with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know 

what is the hope to which God has called youéò 

 

1. My Transition Process Conclusions 

a. Gold Hill is a congregation that is more vital than 

many other ELCA congregations in MT. Why and 

How?  

1) GH says ñALL are welcomeò and, as a 

congregation, you mean it and live it. Keep living 

it, even as diversity grows. 

2) GH contains an authentic, ñwalk the talkò faith 

among a large core group of people whose faith in 

Christôs new life is real and lived. 

3) GH knows how to care for and minister to others 

in the congregation. When someone is suffering, 

there is a strong outpouring of care and 

compassion through prayer and visiting and 

funeral lunches etc. Many here have sense of 

commitment to others in the congregation (though 

a few are feeling left out). 

4) GH has a strong culture of service to neighbors in 

need. People at GH are generous with their time 

and resources to needs of the community and 

world (though not always in the neighborhood).  

5) GH is alive with the Spirit; the Spirit feels active 

here. There is enthusiasm and passion for the 

church and for discerning and living Godôs 

mission for the congregation. There is also a 

desire for more of this and a desire to welcome 

people into it 

6) GH seems to have a strong desire for bible-based 

yet relevant-to-life worship, faith formation, and 

fellowship that empowers and strengthens people 

in their relationship with God, neighbor and self. 

Question: how can people take advantage of 

whatôs already offered and help create new 

opportunities in spite of their busy lives? Rethink 

priorities? 

7) Many in GHôs active core membership recognize 

that things need to change for the congregation to 

move forward. 

8) Therefore, celebrate these gifts! These are things 

you do well. Do your best to draw from these 

strengths to inspire and empower each other in the 

more challenging times and to guide Gold Hillôs 

ministry and mission into the future.  
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9) Educate yourselves into doing better those 

important/necessary things youôre feeling called 

to do but donôt do well yet.  

10) Finally, recognize and donôt try to do the things 

you will never be good at (until the core of 

congregation membership changes).  

 

b. Some challenges and issues the congregation of Gold 

Hill faces now or will face in the near future. 

1) The building. In many ways, the building is a 

heavy burden around your necks and a stumbling 

block to your ministries. It is holding you back. 

The more time, money, and energy you throw into 

maintaining the building, the less you have for 

other ministries and serving Godôs larger mission. 

A question to ask yourselves: how can you make 

your building a stronger force for mission and 

ministry, not only in the community in general, 

but in this neighborhood? Find new and creative 

ways to let the building be a tool for your 

ministries instead of a detriment to it. 

2) Anxiety. Be careful of letting your anxiety over 

something (e.g. not having a pastor yet) push you 

into moving too fast. Always be asking, ñwill this 

action or decision enhance the mission of the 

congregation or detract from it?ò Donôt let your 

anxiety dictate what you do. Own your mission 

statement ï that you are indeed empowered by the 

Spirit of peace, wisdom, and hope ï and let God 

guide you toward what God wants you to do. 

Patience really is a virtue. (Matthew 6:25-34) 

3) Be careful of being too satisfied. Uninspired 

satisfaction leads to complacency (ñweôre good 

enoughò) which leads to apathy (ñwe donôt 

need/want to do any moreò) which leads to 

boredom, decline, frustration, and death. Instead, 

let your satisfaction lead to continuing excited, 

enthusiastic, & passionate engagement with your 

congregation and its mission as Godôs hands in 

the world. As council, teams, congregation, 

ministries, always be asking yourselves, whatôs 

working and what isnôt?  How can we do better at 

proclaiming the gospel of Christ? In what new 

ways can we do this?   

4) Continued healing and recovering of the 

congregation. Donôt fall into the trap of thinking 

all the damage done during the years before my 

coming has been fixed. While some have ñmoved 

on,ò other people are still nervous, still wounded, 

still suspicious. Continue to seek ways to plant, 

grow and nurture the feelings of trust, hope, love, 

and commitment to faith and mission that you will 

need to move forward.  

5) Communication. Talk to each other, listen to each 

other, and stay in touch. Avoid gossip and rumors 

and instead, encourage each other with your 

words and keep one another in the loop by sharing 

whatôs going on in your ministry or your activity. 

Read the Nugget, watch for the weekly email, 

read the announcements in the bulletin, stay 

connected to the website. 

6) Re: Growth and more kids, youth, young families. 

Numbers 1 & 2 responses on the wishes, 

concerns, and desires for the church.  

i. First, be sure you really want itéI mean 

really.  

ii. Second, donôt ñwant new peopleò or ñyounger 

peopleò for the wrong reasons. Itôs important 

to ask the question, ñwhy do we want growth 

and more young people?ò Is it about serving 

ourselves (e.g. getting more people to do 

things, to share the load, increasing income, 

keeping the doors open, enjoying the kids 

until we donôt anymore, etc.)? The neediness 

expressed in these reasons can be readily 

noticed and will chase new-comers away. 

Instead, make it about wanting their presence, 

ideas, gifts as part of your community. Make 

it about serving others beyond yourselves 

(e.g., being a place where Jesus can be met, 

the gospel heard, Godôs family experienced, 

where the Spirit is present forming faith and 

people can participate in serving Godôs 

kingdom). ñA congregation that has a spoken 

or unspoken agenda for its newcomers cannot 

be truly hospitable.ò (Ruth Fletcher)  

Accepting people as they are, ñno strings 

attached,ò will be noticed and will inspire 

their desire to be involved. 

iii.  Third, remember that as you add new people, 

especially those from different generations, 

your family will change. Many have 

mentioned how important ñthe family feelò is 

here at GH. However, welcoming new people 

properly means inviting and encouraging 

them to bring their full selves -- ideas, 
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passions, personalities and gifts -- into the 

congregation and this will change how your 

family system works (the norms, values, 

activities, culture, etc.). If you really want 

growth, expect, prepare for AND welcome the 

opportunities for change that WILL come. 

Open yourselves to the possibilities of new 

life that come with them.  

iv. Fourth, ask yourselves as a congregation and 

as individuals, what are you willing to do and 

what priorities are you willing to change in 

order to grow this church? And what are you 

willing to lose and give up/change to welcome 

these younger people you say you want to 

come to GH? How will you meet them where 

they are and care for/love them as they are, 

instead of expecting them to be the only ones 

who change while you continue to do 

everything the ñway youôve always done it 

before?ò (e.g. worship style, who you sit with 

at fellowship, increase your willingness to 

invite people to church or share your faith, 

listen to otherôs faith experiences without 

judgment, focus your time [not just the 

pastorôs] more on evangelism and less on 

meeting your own desires, etc.)  

v. Fifth, prepare yourselves for and then do 

evangelism outreach the way you do service 

outreach. Outreach goes way beyond serving 

the neighborôs daily needs. It involves sharing 

your faith, telling people how awesome GH is 

and why, and inviting more than 2 people to 

church per year. You will not grow if you 

donôt learn how to invite. 

vi. Note: Younger people want two things out of 

church: 1) a community where they can 

authentically explore and express their faith 

with others. IOW, a place where they can 

actively meet and get to know Jesus visibly, 

not subtly; 2) a community that leads and 

guides them into activities that allow them to 

live their faith and love their neighbor directly 

in order to change other peopleôs lives, 

individually and systemically for the better. 

Much more than indirectly giving $ or food. 

Many young people are looking for churches 

that are more involved with social activism. 

vii.  Ultimately, if you really want change, you 

canôt stay the same. 

7) Leadership Expectations: see handout below. 

 

Other business:  

1. Holly and Ruthe ï received FLBC grants. Give them an 

opportunity in August/Sept to tell about their camp 

experience. 

2. Family of Chance Howardéhow can this congregation 

reach out to serve them? 

3. July 27 ïUse of church?? 

_____________________________________________ 
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August 2019  Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church, 934 Placer Street, Butte, MT  59701  (406) 723-4242 
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, United to Serve     Food Bank Item of the Month: pasta, noodles, macaroni  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

1   
 

6:30 am Bible 

Study - Perkin’s 
 

 

2 
 

 

 

3 

4  
9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion to 

Homebound 

Change the 

World Offering 

10: 45 am Coffee Hour 

 

5 
10 am GHELC 

Women’s Book Club 

at BSSL Center 

 

 

6 
 

9:30 am Women’s 

Gather Bible Study at 

BSSL Center 
 

10 am - 4 pm Chateau 

Quilters 
 

5:30 pm Exec. Comm. 

mtng  
 

7    
9:30 am LWR 

Quilters 
 

6:15 pm O. Anon 

7:30 pm Al-Anon 

 
 

 

 

8 
 

6:30 am Bible 

Study - Perkin’s 
 

 

 

9 
12 pm 55+ 

Luncheon 

@ Perkin’s 

 Restaurant 
 
 

 

 

10 

 

11 
9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion 

10:45 am Coffee Hour 

12 
 

6 pm Stephen 

Ministry Leadership 
 

7 pm Stephen 

Ministry Supervision 

 
 

 

 

 

 

13 
 

6:00 pm Council mtng 

 

14  
9:30 am LWR 

Quilters 
 

 
 

6:15 pm O. Anon 

7:30 pm Al-Anon 

 

15   
6:30 am Bible 

Study - Perkin’s 
 

10 am Knitting 

Ministry at Gold 

Hill 
 

 

 

Nugget Deadline 

 

 

16 17 

18 
9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion 

10:45 am Coffee Hour 

 

19  
9 am  We Deliver –  

Sack Lunch 

Ministry 
 

 

 

20  21  
9:30 am LWR 

Quilters 
 

6:15 pm O. Anon 

7:30 pm Al-Anon 

 

22  
6:30 am Bible 

Study - Perkin’s 
 

 

 
 

 

 

23 24 
 

 

25 
9:30 am Worship 
Holy Communion 

10:45 am Coffee Hour 

26 
 

7 pm Stephen 

Ministry 

Supervision 

 

27 28  
9:30 am LWR 

Quilters 
 

6:15 pm O. Anon 

7:30 pm Al-Anon 

 

29  
6:30 am Bible 

Study - Perkin’s 
 

 

30 31 

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR  
 

 

 

August Coffee Hour Hosts:  
 

August 4th    - Peggy Graving 

August 11th    - Susan Repola, Heatherlynn Meeks 

August 18th    - Ginger DeWitt, Kathy Hurlbert, Jeanette Nielsen 

August 25th    -  Vern & Jeanette Nielsen 
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Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church  

934 Placer Street, Butte, MT  59701  

(406) 723 -4242  
 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

United to Serve  
 

Summer Worship Schedule:  
 

Worship 9:30 am, 10:45 am Coffee Hour  

 

 

 

Gold Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church  

934 Placer Street  

Butte, MT 59701  

 

Phone:  

(406) 723 - 4242  

 

Cell:  

(406) 565 - 2227  

 

E- Mail:  

pastorgoldhill@gmail.com  

education@goldhilll utheran.org  

churchoffice@goldhilll utheran.org  

 

Office Hours:   Mon - Fri  9 - 12 & 1 - 4 

 

Mike Lawson, Council President  

Parish Admin. Assistant Mary Johnston  
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